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Director Chris Rodriguez has served in multiple capacities in the U.S. Federal Government including serving more than a decade in
the Central Intelligence Agency and the U.S.
Department of State. He was a crucial member of the Counterterrorism Center following
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001
where he collaborated with federal, state, and
local levels to identify and counter potential
threats to the United States.
Director Chris Rodriguez began working for
the people of New Jersey in 2011 where he
oversaw the Department of Law and Public
Safety, the Department of Military and Veterans’ Affairs, the Department of Transportation, and the Department of Homeland Security and Preparedness.
Director Chris Rodriguez honorably served
our country both at home and abroad. We
owe a tremendous debt to our Veterans who
have served in defense of our great nation, for
their sacrifices have allowed the United States
of America to serve as a beacon for the promise of liberty.
I thank Director Christopher Rodriguez for
his many years of service to the people of
New Jersey and I wish him all the best in his
future endeavors.

when it comes to attending to the physical
health of our island’s students.
Every school year is different and challenging for the GDOE nurses. In April 2016,
the school nurses received a call from the Department of Public Health and Social Services
asking them to administer 5,000 doses of TB
skin test solution to GDOE students and staff
who need updates. The school nurses embraced the challenge and were able to host
TB clinics in almost every GDOE school for
students and staff. Despite these challenges,
our island’s school nurses have responded to
these needs with professionalism and passion
for the school communities they serve.
I commend and congratulate nurses and
school nurse support staff of the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) as they celebrate the 2017 National School Nurses Day
and On a successful school year. I join the
people of Guam in expressing our appreciation for their contributions to Guam’s school
communities.
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Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commend and congratulate nurses and
school nurse support staff of the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) in honor of National Nurses Week and National School
Nurses Day. There are currently 44 Registered Nurses and 3 Licensed Practical
Nurses serving the students of the Guam Department of Education. These nurses take on
the daunting task of caring for the Guam Department of Education’s more than 30,000 students and nearly 4,000 employees of the
Guam Department of Education. These school
nurses work day in and day out to ensure the
health of our island’s children so they can continue their education in the classroom.
Guam Department of Education nurses join
the National Association of School Nurses in
celebrating the theme of this year’s School
Nurses Day: Healthy Nurse. Healthy Students.
They also join the American Nurses Association in celebrating the 2017 Nurses Week: The
Balance of Mind, Body, and Spirit! GDOE
nurses have chosen to celebrate National
School Nurses Day by teaching students how
to conduct hands only CPR or heart health activities.
Every year the GDOE nurses serve a critical
role in providing a safe and healthy learning
environment for students throughout Guam’s
public elementary, middle, and high schools.
GDOE nurses provide frontline, critical care for
the most fragile children in our community and
are members of health teams that support
both educational and response initiatives dedicated to improving public health. Additionally,
school nurses are liaisons to the school administrators, parents and healthcare providers
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Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
call attention to May being National Mental
Health Awareness month, a nationwide initiative that aims to raise awareness and fight the
stigmas associated with mental health illnesses.
Nearly 44 million American adults, and millions of children experience mental health conditions each year, including depression, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, and post-traumatic
stress.
Although we have made great progress expanding access to mental health treatment
with the passage of the Affordable Health
Care Act, too many people still do not get the
help they need.
Despite the availability of treatment, the stigma associated with mental illness continues to
keep millions of Americans from getting the
treatment they need.
Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to turn a
blind eye to our citizen’s mental health needs,
because according to a study by the National
Alliance on Mental Illness, mental illnesses
cost America over $193.2 billion in lost earnings every year.
Congress must work together to ensure
people living with mental illness know that
they are not alone, that hope exists, and that
the possibility of healing and thriving is achievable.
We should be sure that our budget, which
we will be debating in the coming weeks, includes adequate funding to help.
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Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on
behalf of international students, scholars, and

PO 00000

Frm 00007

Fmt 0626

Sfmt 0634

the U.S. institutions of higher education they
attend who have been unfairly penalized by
the Trump Administration’s unlawful efforts to
limit travel to our country from several Muslimmajority countries.
Among many faults, the President’s travel
ban fails to take into account the vital contribution international students, scholars and their
families make when we welcome them to this
great country. This, and the many other efforts
undertaken by this administration to restrict
access to visas, does not make our country
safer, but undermines the valuable diplomatic,
economic and cultural benefits that come from
creating a more welcoming and diverse nation.
International students contribute to the economic well-being of the United States. According to NAFSA: Association of International
Educators, during the 2015–2016 academic
year, international students and their families
supported 400,000 jobs and contributed nearly
$33 billion to the U.S. economy. In my district
alone, during the 2015–2016 academic year,
3,724 international students and their families
contributed $120.3 million, supporting 797
jobs.
But this is just the immediate impact—the
long-term effect of bringing talented minds
from all over the world to our universities,
many of whom go on to live and work and
contribute to the United States, is immeasurable. When we close doors to immigrants,
students, scholars, and travelers from all over
the world, we close doors to our future. And
when we particularly target individuals based
on race or ethnicity, we not only show ourselves to be afraid of the world, we weaken
our own security by cultivating enemies rather
than friends.
We should not back away from maintaining
an open and welcoming nation and we will
continue to stand for the universal principles
that bring students and scholars from all over
the world to study in this great nation.
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Mr. Kelly Summy of Council Bluffs, Iowa. Kelly recently retired from the
Board of Directors of the Pottawattamie County Community Foundation. He helped create
the Foundation in 2007 and has served as
Chairman since its establishment.
Kelly’s commitment to the Pottawattamie
County Community Foundation from its early
years to its legacy of today will stand out for
generations to come. His leadership will have
a lasting impact on the Foundation and the
Pottawattamie County community. When Kelly
is not volunteering his time in his community,
he serves as President of Midwest Ag Services of Council Bluffs.
Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate
Kelly for his many years of dedicated service
to the Pottawattamie County Community
Foundation and Pottawattamie County, Iowa. I
am proud to represent him in the United
States Congress and I ask that my colleagues
in the House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Kelly on his many accomplishments and in wishing him nothing but continued success.
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