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NAFSA estimates that foreign students and their dependents
contributed approximately $15.54 billion to the U.S. economy during
the 2007-2008 academic year. This conservative figure is based on
tuition figures from Peterson’'s, enrollment figures from the Institute
of International Education's Open Doors 2008 report, living expenses
calculated from Peterson’s figures and analysis of the data by Jason
Baumgartner at Indiana University — Bloomington's Office of
International Services.

NAFSA's annual Economic Impact Statements estimate the amount of
money foreign students bring to the United States to support their
education. This report does not rely on a*“multiplier effect.” Although
this might provide a more accurate estimate of actual economic
impact, there is no consensus on the appropriate size of such a
multiplier. Along with our partners at the Institute of International
Education and Indiana University, we are committed to continuing
efforts to improve our data and methodology. By any measure,
international education makes a significant contribution to the U.S.
economy.
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North Carolina

Total Number of Foreign Students: 10,866
Part 1: Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students (2007-08)

Contribution from Tuition and Fees to State Economy: $205,193,000
Contribution from Living Expenses: $170,469,000
Total Contribution by Foreign Students: $375,662,000
Less U.S. Support of 37.1% - $139,437,000
Plus Dependents' Living Expenses: + $7,084,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students
and their Families: $243,310,000

Part 2: Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students' Dependents (2007-08)

Spouses’ Contribution Children's Contribution

Percent of Married Students: 11.3% Number of Couples in the U.S.: 1,231

Percent of Spouses in the U.S.: 85.0% Number of Children per Couple: 0.6

Number of Spouses in the U.S.: 1,231 Number of Children in the U.S.: 736
Additional Expenses for a Spouse: 25.0% Additional Expenses for a Child: 20.0%
(% of student living expenses) (% of student living expenses)

Spouses' Contribution: $4,785,000 Children's Contribution: $2,299,000

Net Contribution to State Economy by Foreign Students' Dependents: 57,084,000

Part 3: Foreign Student Contribution from Tuition/Fees and Living Expenses (2007-08)

# of Foreign Tuition Living Expenses Less U.S. Total
Institution and City Students and Fees and Dependents Support Contribution
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) (thousands)
Alamance Community College, Graham ok $21.2 $51.0 $2.7 $69.5
Appalachian State University, Boone 75 $964.8 $985.4 $231.2 $1,719.1
Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community Hofok $31.9 $129.2 $4.6 $156.5
College, Asheville
Barton College, Wilson 17 $321.1 $265.7 $150.1 $436.7
Belmont Abbey College, Belmont 39 $733.0 $905.3 $419.1 $1,219.2
Bennett College, Greensboro ok $102.5 $106.4 $100.4 $108.6
Brevard College, Brevard 17 $300.0 $241.9 $259.6 $282.3
Caldwell Community College and Technical Hook $7.5 $17.0 $0.9 $23.6
Institute, Hudson
Campbell University, Buies Creek 153 $2,659.5 $2,032.2 $543.6 $4,148.1
Cape Fear Community College, Wilmington ok $22.5 $48.4 $2.6 $68.3
Catawba College, Salisbury 17 $356.6 $267.5 $159.6 $464.5

Central Carolina Community College, Sanford ok $42.4 $102.0 $2.9 $141.5



Central Piedmont Community College, Charlotte 224 $1,628.4 $2,719.0 $160.6 $4,186.7
Chowan University, Murfreesboro pook $136.2 $132.3 $69.1 $199.4
Coastal Carolina Community College, Hofok $7.5 $17.0 $0.9 $23.6
Jacksonville

Davidson College, Davidson 60 $1,812.3 $1,234.9 $1,463.8 $1,583.3
Davidson County Community College, Lexington ok $21.4 $68.0 $3.3 $86.0
Duke University and Medical Center, Durham 2250 $69,816.6 $39,618.3 $48,895.3 $60,539.7
Durham Technical Community College, Durham 107 $384.3 $1,931.1 $85.3 $2,230.1
East Carolina University, Greenville 220 $2,708.5 $3,199.3 $1,251.4 $4,656.4
Elizabeth City State University, Elizabeth City Hofok $25.1 $28.7 $13.8 $39.9
Elon University, Elon 112 $2,393.9 $1,825.0 $780.4 $3,438.6
Fayetteville Technical Community College, ok $37.5 $89.2 $4.7 $121.9
Fayetteville

Forsyth Technical Community College, Winston 214 $1,095.5 $3,557.7 $156.9 $4,496.3
Salem

Gardner-Webb University, Boiling Springs 75 $1,270.2 $1,006.5 $288.6 $1,988.1
Gaston College, Dallas Hofok $9.5 $17.0 $1.0 $25.5
Greensboro College, Greensboro 46 $936.5 $838.3 $805.4 $969.3
Guilford College, Greensboro 21 $513.9 $344.4 $433.6 $424.6
Guilford Technical Community College, 65 $471.3 $1,066.0 $56.9 $1,480.5
Jamestown

Halifax Community College, Weldon Fofok $7.5 $17.0 $0.9 $23.6
Heritage Bible College, Dunn Hofok $12.6 $51.0 $20.2 $43.5
High Point University, High Point 99 $1,782.5 $1,712.4 $843.4 $2,651.5
Isothermal Community College, Spindale 14 $78.9 $238.0 $10.6 $3006.3
Johnson C. Smith University, Charlotte Hofok $15.8 $14.5 $15.4 $14.9
Johnston Community College, Smithfield Fofok $7.5 $17.0 $0.9 $23.6
Lees-McRae College, Banner Elk 32 $604.5 $458.8 $254.7 $808.6
Lenoir Community College, Kinston Fofok $5.2 $17.0 $0.8 $21.4
Lenoir-Rhyne College, Hickory 14 $236.7 $232.1 $114.9 $354.0
Louisburg College, Louisburg Hofok $178.9 $149.6 $11.3 $317.2
McDowell Technical Community College, Fofok $7.5 $17.0 $0.9 $23.6
Marion

Meredith College, Raleigh 17 $358.4 $226.3 $282.4 $302.3
Methodist College, Fayetteville 82 $1,597.4 $1,411.8 $763.4 $2,245.9
Montreat College, Montreat 25 $424.3 $318.3 $181.4 $561.2
Nash Community College, Rocky Mount ok $22.6 $49.8 $2.7 $69.7
North Carolina A&T State University, 147 $1,656.6 $1,877.2 $1,284.9 $2,248.9
Greensboro

North Carolina Central University, Durham 60 $720.9 $701.8 $180.6 $1,242.1
North Carolina School of the Arts, Winston- 24 $365.7 $389.1 $11.4 $743.5
Salem

North Carolina State University, Raleigh 2199 $38,075.7 $40,321.8 $37,238.8 $41,158.7
North Carolina Wesleyan College, Rocky Mount 10 $189.0 $166.1 $84.0 $271.2
Pfeiffer University, Misenheimer 48 $753.4 $705.5 $185.3 $1,273.6
Pitt Community College, Greenville 35 $256.6 $470.2 $24.4 $702.4
Queens University of Charlotte, Charlotte 126 $2,445.0 $2,025.3 $518.4 $3,951.8
Randolph Community College, Asheboro Hofok $7.5 $17.0 $0.9 $23.6
Roanoke-Chowan Community College, Ahoskie Hofok $14.2 $34.0 $24.2 $24.0



Rowan-Cabarrus Community College, Salisbury Hofok $30.1 $65.8 $3.6 $92.4
Salem College, Winston-Salem 97 $1,861.4 $2,335.2 $2,110.8 $2,085.8
Shaw University, Raleigh 39 $397.2 $571.9 $231.2 $737.9
Southeastern Community College, Whiteville Hofok $7.5 $17.0 $0.9 $23.6
St. Andrews Presbyterian College, Laurinburg 17 $272.9 $280.5 $259.7 $293.7
University of North Carolina - Asheville, 45 $681.9 $662.6 $543.1 $801.5
Asheville

University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill, 1523 $27,515.3 $23,735.4 $21,511.0 $29,739.6
Chapel Hill

University of North Carolina - Chatlotte, 1008 $13,675.5 $13,869.8 $6,027.0 $21,518.3
Chatlotte

University of North Carolina - Greensboro, 532 $7,510.8 $6,938.4 $3,507.8 $10,941.5
Greensboro

University of North Carolina - Pembroke, 67 $834.9 $861.9 $213.7 $1,483.1
Pembroke

University of North Carolina - Wilmington, 171 $2,390.2 $2,767.3 $583.2 $4,574.4
Wilmington

Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem 258 $7,449.6 $4,858.9 $4,674.8 $7,633.7
Wake Technical Community College, Raleigh 230 $1,711.4 $4,012.8 $193.2 $5,531.0
Western Carolina University, Cullowhee 82 $1,055.3 $1,002.2 $266.1 $1,791.3
Wingate University, Wingate 47 $831.6 $738.9 $773.8 $796.8
Winston-Salem State University, Winston-Salem 28 $310.4 $351.7 $131.6 $530.5




Methodology: How We Compute Economic Impact (2008)

We define economic impact as the amount of money that foreign students collectively bring
into the United States to pay for their education and to support themselves while they (and in
some cases, their families) are here. The goal of our economic impact formula is to use data
already collected for other purposes to provide a reasonable estimate of the economic
resources that foreign students import to the United States to support their education here
each year.

The data sets used for these reports come from two sources:

1. The Institute of International Education’s Open Doors 2008 report, funded by the
Department of State, provides numbers of foreign students at universities and colleges
throughout the United States during the 2007-08 academic year. In many cases, this
data provide separate totals for undergraduate, graduate, and non degree students.
(http://opendoors.iienetwork.org)

2. Peterson’s provides cost figures for tuition, living, and miscellaneous expenses at U.S.
institutions for the 2007-08 academic year. (http://www.petersons.com/)

The extensive data provided by these two sources (which collect it directly from surveys of the
institutions involved) allow us to make our estimates sensitive to differences between
institutions. However, there are still areas where our estimates and formulas could be improved.
For example, we compute economic impact only for students reported in Open Doors.
Universities that do not provide information to the Institute of International Education are not
represented. Also, enrollment reports represent peak enrollment, and not necessarily
enrollment levels throughout the year.

Estimating Expenses

Tuition, fees, living expenses, and dollar estimates are derived from Peterson’s data collected on
surveys completed by institutions every year. We try to make our calculations sensitive not only
to differing costs at institutions, but differing costs for ESL students, undergraduates, graduate
students, and students on practical training.

(1) Undergraduates and English Language Programs:
The number of undergraduate students at an institution is specified by Open Doors data.
Peterson’s data provide undergraduate tuition and fee amounts, on-campus room and
board amounts, and miscellaneous expenses. These categories are sometimes broken down
into averages for international, out-of-state, flat rate, and in-state, students. When multiple
averages are available, we choose averages in the order given above.

(2) Graduate Students:
The number of graduate students at an institution is specified by Open Doors data.
Peterson’s data provide graduate tuition and fee amounts, on-campus room and board
amounts, and miscellaneous expenses. If there are no differentiated graduate expenses
provided by an institution in the Peterson’s data, then the undergraduate expenses would
be applied.



(3) Students on Practical Training:
We assume these students earn enough in their U.S. jobs to pay living and educational
expenses for the year, and so import no funds for their support. Therefore, net economic
impact of students in practical training is zero.

Economic impact of an international student equals tuition and fees, plus room and board, plus
miscellaneous figured at 50 percent of room and board, less U.S. support. We assume: (a) that
spring enrollment figures are the same as the fall figures reported, (b) that all students are
enrolled full time for two semesters or three quarters a year, and (c) that students live on
campus for the full year. The miscellaneous expenses, enumerated in Peterson’s data, average
about 40 percent of room and board expenses. We use a 50 percent figure as an approximation
that includes all extra expenses except for travel.

Estimating U.S. Support

The Open Doors survey asks schools to report the percentage of their students who are self-
funded, the percentage who have U.S. source income, etc. The U.S. support percentage
includes funding from a U.S. college or university, the U.S. Government, a U.S. private sponsor
or current employment. For this analysis the percentages are calculated based upon the
institution’s Carnegie classification and the academic career of the student. For example, this
process will differentiate the level of support between undergraduates and graduates at a
particular research institution while it also differentiates between a baccalaureate classified
institution from an associate’s classified institution.

Individual Institution Enrollment Figures

For institutions with fewer than 10 international students enrolled, enroliment totals are
suppressed for confidentiality reasons. In the reports, this is indicated by three asterisks (***).



