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IN Focus

You’re Invited! We invite you to submit your photos along with a brief (approximately 200 words) description of why these images are 

important in your understanding of a person, place, idea, or incident from your experiences in international education. The photos could be of a 

simple moment on your home campus involving international students, a major event in an exotic location, or anything in between. The editors 

of International Educator will run selections on this page throughout the year. Please contact us for submission details at elainal@nafsa.org.

n any education abroad program, things 
won’t go as planned 100 percent of the time. 
It’s essential for students and instructors to 
be flexible and have the ability to “go with 
the flow.” Those working in international 
education must have this type of mentality 
to maintain their sanity. This photo, taken 
on our 2009 Brazilian Ecosystems: The Pro-
tection and Management of Biodiversity 
Program, embodies that reality. Faz Parte 
is the photo title given by the student and 
roughly translates from Portuguese to mean 

“it’s all a part of life.” Faz Parte was a common 
phrase used by the program director and it 
represents both the Brazilian lifestyle and 
how the group handled program glitches. 
Here, the students’ only form of transporta-
tion is stuck in the mud in the Amazon on 
their way to the Ducke Reserve. The students 
and director ended up “shouldering their 
bags and walking the last couple kilometers 
to the research station, hiking along the mud-
dy road in a tunnel of lush green—their first 
encounter with the enveloping, exotic Ama-

zon rainforest.” What a poignant reminder 
for us all that, whether on an education 
abroad program or in the office, things don’t 
always work out as planned and sometimes 
that’s for the best. Faz Parte!

Kelly Brannan Trail
Assistant Director
Antioch Education Abroad,  

Antioch University

Contributor’s Note: Photo and excerpts of 
commentary by student Zephyr Mohr-Felsen.  
Pictured: Jessica Pierson, student
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