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Why an International Focus at ED?

Economic competitiveness and jobs

Global challenges 

National security and diplomacy

A diverse U.S. society
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ED’s International Strategy 
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Source: The Global Competence Task Force, formed and led by the CCSSO 

EdSteps initiative and the Asia Society Partnership for Global Learning.

GLOBAL COMPETENCIES: 

21ST CENTURY SKILLS APPLIED TO THE WORLD

Investigate the World
Students investigate the world 
beyond their immediate 
environment.

Recognize Perspectives
Students recognize their own 
and others’ perspectives.

Take Action
Students translate their ideas into 
appropriate actions to improve 
conditions.

Communicate Ideas
Students communicate their ideas 
effectively with  diverse audiences.

Understand the World through
Disciplinary and Interdisciplinary Study
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How Globally Competent is the U.S.?
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• MappingtheNation.net

• One million data points: economic, education, and 

demographic indicators

• Makes case for global competency

• Shows the need as well

• International global competency assessment

• Under development by OECD

• For PISA 2018

• Don’t know

• No national or international measures

• Available indicators suggest, however, that global 

competency is a real issue



Advancing Global Competency
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• International and Foreign Language Education programs

• Internationalization of  U.S. campuses

• “Education that includes arts, history, foreign languages, 

and advanced math and science is essential, not a luxury.”

Secretary Arne Duncan, ESEA reauthorization

• World languages -- federal support from ED, DOD, State &

NSA
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International Benchmarking: Examples
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• Program for International Student 

Assessment (PISA)

• Teaching and Learning International 

Survey (TALIS)

• Program for International Assessment of  

Adult Competencies (PIAAC)



Results from TALIS
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Listening and Learning with 

Other Countries
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International Summit on the 

Teaching Profession 2014

International Summit on the 

Teaching Profession 2015



12



What is Education Diplomacy?

 Secretary Kerry: Elevated Education Diplomacy 

 Department of  Education is a supporting partner

 International Visitors Leadership program
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U.S. Champion Country for Global 

Education First  

 Official Global Education First Initiative graphic 14



The Department of Education’s mission is to promote student 
achievement and preparation for global competitiveness by 
fostering educational excellence and ensuring equal access.

www.ed.gov

ED International Affairs Office (IAO) International Education Blogs

• IAO Website 

- http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/international/

• Subscribe to International Affairs  Listserv/Newsletter:

- https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USED/subscriber/new?topic_id=USED_149

• International Education Blogs

- http://www.ed.gov/blog/tag/international-education/

Thank you!

http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/international/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USED/subscriber/new?topic_id=USED_149
http://www.ed.gov/blog/tag/international-education/

