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Representative Paul Ryan Representative Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House Minority Leader

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Room H-305, The Capitol Room H-204, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Senator Mitch McConnell Senator Chuck Schumer

Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

Room S-230, The Capitol Room S-221, The Capitol

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Ryan, Leader Pelosi, Leader McConnell and Leader Schumer:

We write to you as former federal employees who have administered or observed the nation’s
immigration system for many years and understand both its complexities and its challenges.
For the reasons given below, we urge you to bring the Dream Act (S. 1615, H.R. 3440) to the
floor for a vote without amendments or qualifications of any kind. A decisive vote, unfettered
by additional enforcement provisions or attempts to restrict future legal immigration, is the
best solution to resolving the undocumented status of a generation of young people.

Collectively, we have implemented, enforced, adjudicated, and regulated aspects of our
immigration system or worked in areas of the government that rely on a functioning
immigration system for over 50 years. We have worked in the executive, legislative and
judicial branches of the government and have experienced the widening gap between the
objectives of our immigration system and the ability to deliver services to those who merit
them. As the years have gone by with no significant reforms to our immigration system, the
federal workforce has been put in an impossible situation. Our immigration laws have not
kept pace with the rapidly changing nature of migration to the United States and around the
world, leaving many public servants with no choice but to deny well-deserved or much
needed benefits and protections to non-citizens.

Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than in the case of undocumented youth brought to this
country as children, frequently known as the Dreamers. Despite their complete identification
with American culture and values, the legal options available for them to “get right with the
law” have become fewer with each passing year. Prior to 1996, many of these individuals,
their parents, and other family members, might have become eligible for adjustment of status
through relief mechanisms built into the law, such as suspension of deportation, that were
designed to allow for individual balancing of equities and responsibilities. Since 1996,
however, the trend in immigration law has been to strip away these balancing mechanisms,
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limiting the authority of federal adjudicators and enforcers to make individualized decisions
and to exercise any grace in enforcing the law. The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program was born out of that frustration, as an effort to marshal whatever remaining
discretion was available to limit, but not fix, the consequences of a failing immigration
system.

Today, Congress has the opportunity to restore balance to a small part of the system by
enacting the Dream Act. There has been much talk of the need to attach immigration
enforcement measures, such as appropriating funds to build a wall or to add more layers of
security at the border, as a necessary condition for authorizing legal status for Dreamers, but
such talk ignores the long history of legislation and appropriations that have funded major
expansions of border and interior enforcement and toughened numerous immigration laws.
During the span of the last 20 years, virtually every effort to address immigration that has
passed Congress has been aimed at strengthening enforcement. While we support thoughtful
and innovative measures to maintain the security of our country — and have devoted our lives
to its service — we respectfully suggest that our immigration system is broken not because we
don’t have enough enforcement mechanisms and funding, but because we have inadequate
options for legal migration, including options to address the situation of individuals who have
been in the country unlawfully but have earned a chance, through their hard work and
contributions, to reside legally in the United States.

The debate over how to fully reform our immigration system — how to find that right balance
between legal immigration and enforcement, how to support our businesses and schools, how
to ensure that our citizens have equal opportunities — is for another day. But we can begin the
process of restoring balance by addressing the discrete and compelling situation of the
Dreamers.

We support the Dream Act not only because it provides relief to a group of young people who
call America home, but because it offers clear guidance and eligibility requirements that will
allow the federal workforce to do its job. It makes use of existing adjudications, such as
DACA determinations, to reduce redundancies in adjudication. It establishes clear procedures
and reasonable timelines for completing decisions. It gives the adjudicator and the law
enforcement official clear priorities and guidance with respect to allocating our limited
government resources. In short, it will make it easier for immigration officials across the
board to do their jobs. The more the decision to “fix DACA” is tied to enforcement measures,
efforts to limit future migration, or otherwise complicate the solution, the more likely it is to
be caught up in uncertainty and ultimately to fail.

We urge you to act swiftly and decisively to help the Dreamers. A vote for a “clean” Dream
Act is not only a vote for these young people, but a vote to improve the quality of service that
federal workers seek to provide to everyone.

Sincerely*,
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U.S. (2009-11)
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Special Assistant
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Assistant Chief Counsel, Miami Office of
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Special Assistant, Office of Recovery for
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Senior Policy Advisor, DHS
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Attorney Advisor, U.S. Department of
Justice, Executive Office for Immigration
Review

Claire Pratt
Attorney Advisor, DOJ/EOIR San
Francisco immigration Court

Cristina Bernardo Kullberg
Senior Advisor, Rural Development,
USDA

Dan Grant
Special Assistant to the Deputy Chief of
Staff, Office of the Secretary

Daniel Kidera
Director of Briefing Book for Secretary
of Homeland Security

David Adeleye
Special Assistant to the Director of US
Citizenship and Immigration Services

David Durenberger
U.S. Senator, Minnesota

David Minge
U.S. Representative (D-MN2, 1993-
2001)

David Whitman

Chief Speechwriter, Office of
Communications and Outreach,
Department of Education

Denice W. Ross
Senior Advisor, Community Solutions

Denise Vanison
USCIS Chief;, Office of Policy

Dennis Jett
Career Diplomat and Ambassador to
Peru and Mozambique

Diana Alvarez
Deputy Chief Counsel, ICE

Dinah Wiley

Senior Civil Rights Analyst, Office for
Civil Rights, US Department of Health &
Human Services

Doralicia Aguilera
Director of Government, International,
and Public Affairs, PHMSA, DOT

Dorie Nolt
Press Secretary, U.S. Department of
Education

Douglas Jalaie
Attorney

Edna Z. Ruano

Senior Advisor for Strategic
Communications & Chief of Staff for
Office of Public Affairs at U.S. Customs
and Border Protection; Chief, Office of
Communications at U.S. Citizenship &
Immigration Services; Director, Public
Affairs and Communications at U.S.
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Global AIDS Coordinator

Ellen Johnsen
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Emanuel Roth
Supervisory Immigration Services
Officer

Emilie Hyams
Counselor to the Director, USCIS
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Senior Advisor, CIS Ombudsman's Office
(DHS)
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Eric A. Fisher
Assistant U. S. Attorney

Eric Hysen
Executive Director, Department of
Homeland Security Digital Service

Eric L. Hirschhorn
Under Secretary of Commerce for
Industry and Security

Eric Waldo
Deputy Chief of Staff at the U.S.
Department of Education

Erika L. Glenn, Esq.
Lawyer

Esther Brimmer

Assistant Secretary for International
Organization Affairs, Department of
State

Esther Lee

Director, Office of Innovation and
Entrepreneurship, U.S. Department of
Commerce

Esther F Morales
Executive Director, National Women's
Business Council
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Senior Counselor to DHS Secretary
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Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public
Diplomacy

Faiza Sayed
Refugee Officer

Fatima Cuevas
Deputy Assistant Secretary for
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Staff Consultant to the Subcommittee on
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Committee, US House of Representatives
Francis E. Johnson

Several positions: Immigration
Inspector; Examiner; Criminal
Investigator; Supervisory Naturalization
Examiner; Trial Attorney

Francisco J. Sanchez
Under Secretary of Commerce
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Director of Scheduling and Advance, U.S.
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Assistant Secretary of the Air Force
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Senior Advisor at U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID)
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Arizona State Executive Director: USDA
Farm Service Agency
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Senior Policy Advisor, House Committee
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Director, Community Relations Service
(US Department of Justice)
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US Digital Service, USCIS

Hal Plotkin

Senior Policy Advisor, Office of the
Under Secretary, U.S. Department of
Education (2009-2014)
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Attorney
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Chief Economist at the U.S. Department
of Labor

Henry T. Atkinson
Director, External Affairs, USDA Farm
Service Agency
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Intern at Miami Office of Chief Counsel
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Attorney-Advisor, Office of the Chief
Immigration Judge
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DHS Assistant Secretary for Public
Affairs

Jacob Bell
Press Assistant, U.S. Department of
Commerce
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Senior Advisor to Secretary Napolitano

Jaqueline Cortez Wang
Deputy Director

Jeffrey Gorsky
Chief, Legal Advisory Opinion Division,
Visa Office, US Department of State

Jeffrey S. Chase
Immigration Judge and BIA Senior Legal
Advisor
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Deputy Chief of Staff, Department of
Housing & Urban Development
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Senior Advisor, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, U.S.
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Officer/Asylum Officer
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Deputy Director, Office of English
Language Acquisition, U.S. Department
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Director, Office for Civil Rights,
Department of Health & Human Services
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Deputy Chief of Staff, U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
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John B. King, Jr.
Secretary of Education

John C. Yang

Senior Advisor to the Secretary, U.S.
Department of Commerce

John T. Monahan

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Children and Families

John Trasvifa

Special Counsel for Immigration Related
Unfair Employment Practices, US
Department of Justice, 1997-2001

Johnathan Smith

Senior Counsel, Office of the Assistant
Attorney General, U.S. Department of
Justice

Jonathan L. Lee
Deputy Chief of Staff, Department of
Homeland Security
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Director of Office of Legislative &
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Trade Administration. Deputy Assistant
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Administration
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SBA Regional Administrator (Region 2)
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Executive Director White House
Initiative on Educational Excellence for
Hispanics
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Senior Policy Advisor
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Special Assistant to the Deputy Attorney
General
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Office of Public Affairs, Department of
Labor
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Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
Western Hemisphere Affairs
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Administrator for USDA Rural
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Deputy Director of Public Engagement at
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Chief of Staff for Rural Development, U.S.
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Staff for the Domestic Policy Council,
The White House
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State and Local Coordinator, Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs, DHS
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Attorney Advisor, Executive Office for
Immigration Review
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Acting Assistant Commissioner INS and
U.S. Immigration Judge
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Assistant Press Secretary, U.S.
Department of Education
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Assistant Director, U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, Office of
Detention Policy and Planning

Kristen Nilsen
ISO, USCIS
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Kristie Hernandez
Deputy Director of Congressional Affairs

Kyle G Hansen

Deputy Chief, Enforcement Law
Division, Office of the Principal Legal
Advisor, U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement

Laura Pena
Trial Attorney, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, DHS

Lauren Underwood

Senior Advisor to the Assistant
Secretary for Preparedness and
Response, US Department of Health and
Human Services

Lauren Vargas

Legislative Assistant, Congresswoman
Grace F. Napolitano (2009-2012);
Obama Administration Appointee
(2014-2017)

Lea M. Crusey
Sr. Policy Advisor, US Department of
Education

Lee Fink
Principal Deputy General Counsel, US
Department of Agriculture
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Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Legislative Relations

Leslie Wheelock
Director, USDA Office of Tribal Relations

Li Zhou

Director, Office of Advisory Committees
& Industry Outreach, ITA, Department of
Commerce

Libia Socorro Gil
Assistant Deputy Secretary
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Director for Latin American Programs,
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Lisa Hunter
Special Assistant, U.S. Department of
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Special Assistant
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Office of the President, The White House
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Secretary for Consular Affairs
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Senior Advisor, U.S. I.C.E.
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Deputy Director for Public Engagement
and Public Health Based Initiatives,
Office of the Administrator, EPA
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Special Advisor to the President for
National Security Affairs

Richard Hujber, Esq.
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Immigration Court and Board of
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Commissioner, Office of Child Support
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*All titles indicate former positions and
are used for identification purposes only
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