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Spinning Plates: The Art of Managing an International Student and Scholar Services Circus Act 

Link: https://goo.gl/Bo68qD  

Tuesday, 5/29/2018 | 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM | Hall G 

Learn about different paths to leadership positions in ISSS, including steps (and missteps) that happen along the 

way, and examine what it really means to be a director responsible for juggling immigration case filings, 

managing staff, and navigating higher administration with strategic planning. 

Chair: Lauren Jacobsen 

Notes: 

 

 

https://goo.gl/Bo68qD
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Turning Good into Great: EB-1B Outstanding Professor and Research Petitions for Academic Employees 

Link: https://goo.gl/AEyiTu  

Tuesday, 5/29/2018 | 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM | Room 112A 

Gathering evidence for and assembling an EB-1b Outstanding Researcher or Professor petition can be daunting. 

Participate in a discussion of tips, tricks, and best practices for filing EB-1b cases. 

Chair: Robin Catmur 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/AEyiTu
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Open Meeting: General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

Link: https://goo.gl/pS12qH  

Tuesday, 5/29/2018 | 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM | Room 120C 

Join this roundtable discussion on the European Union’s new regulations on privacy and implications for 

international educators. Learn how other institutions are responding to the challenge and ensuring that 

international education is a voice in campus discussions on GDPR compliance. 

Notes: 

 

 

https://goo.gl/pS12qH
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection: Current Issues 

Link: https://goo.gl/Le1z3K  

Tuesday, 5/29/2018 | 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM | Hall G 

This session focuses on the policies and procedures employed by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection in 

admitting international students and scholars into the United States, including current trends and anticipated 

developments for the year ahead. Officials from the U.S. Customs and Border Protection have been invited to 

participate. 

Chair: Adam Julian 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/Le1z3K
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DACA, Dreamers, and Immigration Reform: Issues and Updates 

Link: https://goo.gl/to7TD6  

Tuesday, 5/29/2018 | 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM | Room 114 

More than 65,000 DACA-eligible students graduate from high school annually. How can institutions of higher 

education meet their needs during volatile political times? This session presents the status of DACA and the 

DREAM Act, highlights resources available through colleges and universities, and explores the experiences of 

undocumented students serving as activists.  

Chair: Betty Anderson 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/to7TD6


 NAFSA 2018 Annual Conference and Expo   Immigration/Regulatory Session Notebook 
p. 9 

 

Developing Best Practices for Grey Areas in J-1 Advising 

Link: https://goo.gl/iNMKL5  

Tuesday, 5/29/2018 | 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM | Room 111AB 

A roundtable discussion highlights the grey areas in J-1 advising. Advisers learn how to navigate the grey areas in 

order to develop institutional policies that not only aid in advising on these complex issues but also ensure 

consistency in the case of an audit. 

Chair: Mary Alurwar 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/iNMKL5
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Open Meeting: Regulatory Roundtable: Compliance Jeopardy - H-1B and other DOL Compliance Issues 

Link: https://goo.gl/gNRjiW  

Tuesday, 5/29/2018 | 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM | Room 120C 

Based on the TV game show Jeopardy, come test your regulatory and compliance knowledge. This interactive 

discussion will focus on key facts and best practice advice, presented through a game in which all attendees can 

participate. 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/gNRjiW
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To Terminate or Not? That Is the SEVIS Question 

Link: http://bit.ly/2EaDstz  

Tuesday, 5/29/2018 | 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM | Hall G 

This session will examine several real life scenarios to demonstrate how difficult and nuanced the decision to 

terminate a SEVIS record can be. Areas to be covered will include unauthorized employment, student judicial 

proceedings, lack of attendance, absences from the United States, moving toward adjustment of status, change 

of status, and more. This session was selected as the Region III conference highlight. 

Chair: Elaine Kimbrell 

Notes: 

 

 

  

http://bit.ly/2EaDstz
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Recent Regulatory Developments and What's on the Horizon for International Student & Scholar Programs 

Link: https://goo.gl/9GoYhm  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM | Hall G 

Recent changes in federal agencies’ policies and processes may significantly impact international students and 

scholars and the institutions that host them. Several agencies have published ambitious regulatory agendas that 

would restrict student and scholar programs while increasing the burdens associated with them. In this session 

we’ll review recent changes, consider potential changes on the horizon, discuss NAFSA’s response and efforts, 

and explain what you can do. 

Chair: Steve Springer 

Notes: 

 

 

https://goo.gl/9GoYhm
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General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR): What International Educators Need to Know 

Link: https://goo.gl/ccr5fg  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM | Room 119B 

In May 2018, the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) goes into effect. This new law 

has far reaching legal, technical, and organizational implications for our international education enterprises, and 

can’t be dismissed as solely an issue for your campus technology personnel. GDPR will affect your institution’s 

business operations with Europe and within Europe. This session will outline the general features of the new 

European law and issues of note for international educators. 

Chair: Joann Ng Hartmann 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/ccr5fg
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Preparing F-1 Students for Immigration and Employment Options After Graduation 

Link: https://goo.gl/PyU78b  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM | Room 114 

Learn how to educate international students and campus partners effectively and early about postgraduation 

options and the changing immigration landscape. Explore programming initiatives such as co-ops and Global 

Entrepreneur In Residence that nurture student entrepreneurs. 

Chair: Jane Goldblum 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/PyU78b
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Bridging Regulatory Gaps at Community Colleges 

Link: http://bit.ly/2E8VRH9  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM | Room 122B 

This session will focus on regulatory challenges community colleges encounter and will present policies to 

address these challenges. Representatives from three community colleges will talk about their challenges with 

drops for non-attendance, open enrollment, and vocational programs. This participatory session will provide 

opportunities to evaluate and strategically adjust existing practices. This session was selected as a Tri-Regional 

conference highlight. 

Chair: Kim Steinmetz 

Notes: 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2E8VRH9


 NAFSA 2018 Annual Conference and Expo   Immigration/Regulatory Session Notebook 
p. 16 

 

USCIS Update and Current Issues 

Link: https://goo.gl/yUV3dp  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM | Hall G 

Learn more about current U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) practices, policies, and outreach 

initiatives and how NAFSA’s International Student and Scholar Regulatory Practice Committee (ISSRP) engages 

with USCIS. Representatives from USCIS have been invited to participate. 

Chair: Carol Holz 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/yUV3dp
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Can They Study? Steps to Help Campus Stakeholders Understand Immigration 

Poster Fair Session 

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM | Expo Hall 

Can They Study? Steps to Help Campus Stakeholders Understand Immigration 

Presenters: Allyson Douglass and Audra Johnston 

Notes: 
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A Collaborative Model for Serving Regulatory and Programming Needs 

Poster Fair Session 

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM | Expo Hall 

A Collaborative Model for Serving Regulatory and Programming Needs 

Presenters: Janica Cimo and Matthew Drexler 

Notes: 
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Cost Sharing in Scholar Exchanges 

Poster Fair Session 

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM | Expo Hall 

Cost Sharing in Scholar Exchanges 

Presenter: Jeremy Coats 

Notes: 
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Designing Quality J-1 Programming and Developing Collaborations to Leverage Resources 

Poster Fair Session  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM | Expo Hall 

Designing Quality J-1 Programming and Developing Collaborations to Leverage Resources 

Presenters: Loveness Schafer and Jon Weigel 

Notes: 
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International Students and U.S. Study Abroad: An Advising Black Hole? 

Poster Fair Session 

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM | Expo Hall 

International Students and U.S. Study Abroad: An Advising Black Hole? 

Presenters: Marisa Atencio and Jennifer Lund 

Notes: 
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Beyond F and J: Defining and Supporting Noncitizen Students 

Link: https://goo.gl/xsb5om  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM | Room 108AB 

This session explores how institutions and international offices define an international student and the levels of 

monitoring, support, and advocacy that are provided. Beyond F and J, how do noncitizen students such as F-2s, 

H-4s, J-2s, and TPS, DACA, and undocumented students fit into campus support structures, while also 

considering staffing, admissions practices, and state and federal regulatory requirements.  

Chair: Sheena Connell 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/xsb5om
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Open Meeting: Regulatory Roundtable: J-1 Advising and Developing Informed Practices 

Link: https://goo.gl/iHX7oL  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM | Room 120C 

A roundtable discussion highlighting grey areas in J-1 advising to help advisers develop institutional policies for 

their offices to not only aid in advising on these complex issues but also to develop consistency in the case of an 

audit. 

Notes: 

 

 

https://goo.gl/iHX7oL


 NAFSA 2018 Annual Conference and Expo   Immigration/Regulatory Session Notebook 
p. 24 

 

U.S. Department of Labor: Current Issues 

Link: https://goo.gl/uEXnqm  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM | Hall G 

This session covers current issues related to the workload of the international scholar adviser, including topics 

such as prevailing wage, LCAs, and traditional labor certification processing, as well as technical updates and 

issues with the iCert and PERM systems. Representatives from the U.S. Department of Labor have been invited. 

Chair: Elizabeth Goss 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/uEXnqm
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Building an Innovative Work Culture in an Unpredictable Immigration Landscape 

Link: https://goo.gl/icbq5i  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM | Room 108AB 

With the current unpredictable immigration landscape, international student and scholar offices are hampered 

in maintaining an efficient and productive workplace. Best practices and cutting-edge ideas are shared by 

diverse leadership teams from different institutions through case analysis, simulations, and thought-provoking 

group discussions. 

Chair: Rodolfo Altamirano 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/icbq5i
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Office of the Citizenship and Immigration Services Ombudsman Update 

Link: https://goo.gl/Zm2gNY  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM | Hall G 

Hear updates from agency representatives and learn what the Office of the Citizenship and Immigration Services 

Ombudsman can and cannot do to help with difficult cases. 

Chair: Regina George 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/Zm2gNY
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Open Meeting: Regulatory Policy Compliance: Updates for Language and Pathway Programs 

Link: https://goo.gl/HbKruA  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM | Room 112A 

Gain insights and share updates regarding regulatory, policy, and practice issues that impact English language 

and pathway program operations. This open meeting features a panel of facilitators from language program 

associations who will share model practices for regulatory and policy compliance. 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/HbKruA
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Open Meeting: Roundtable Discussion: Managing Professional and Personal Risks for SIOs and ISSS/IEM Staff 

Link: https://goo.gl/MT5zrP  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM | Room 120C 

In managing staff, it is important for directors and SIOs to understand, guide, and set policies to manage 

professional and personal risks for practitioners. Join your colleagues for a discussion on these topics. 

Notes: 

 

 

https://goo.gl/MT5zrP
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U.S. Department of State and Exchange Visitors: Current Issues 

Link: https://goo.gl/tMpLtZ  

Wednesday, 5/30/2018 | 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM | Hall G 

Presenters and officials from the U.S. Department of State (DOS) Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

(ECA) discuss current issues, trends, and best practices related to hosting J-1 students and scholars at academic 

institutions. Officials from the DOS have been invited to participate. 

Chair: Asenath Dande 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/tMpLtZ
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Open Meeting Discussion: Advising International Students and Scholars on Interactions with U.S. Law 

Enforcement 

Link: https://goo.gl/4kjmvR  

Thursday, 5/31/2018 | 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM | Room 120C 

Discuss simple and proactive measures that can promote international students’ adjustment, safety, and 

success. This discussion focuses on easy-to-implement practices to reduce challenging and crisis situations. 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/4kjmvR
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News from SEVP 

Link: https://goo.gl/LDxgHm  

Thursday, 5/31/2018 | 9:00 AM - 10:15:00 AM | Hall G 

This session covers the latest news and updates from the Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP). The 

presenters discuss policy, school certification, the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System, and more. 

Chair: Katie Tudini 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/LDxgHm
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Policymaking in International Education: The View from Washington 

Link: https://goo.gl/R5Ew3k  

Thursday, 5/31/2018 | 9:00 AM - 10:15:00 AM | Room 114 

This session deconstructs the U.S. federal policy climate for international education and exchange and the 

impact of recent political activity on programs of concern to international educators, including funding in a tight 

budget climate, immigration reform, and recent congressional and administrative actions affecting study abroad 

and cultural exchange programs. 

Chair: Laine Cavanaugh 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/R5Ew3k
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Prevailing Wage Determination Step-by-Step 

Link: https://goo.gl/Vy86yD  

Thursday, 5/31/2018 | 9:00 AM - 10:15:00 AM | Room 109B 

Every H-1B and PERM practitioner must understand the U.S. Department of Labor’s (DOL) complex process for 

determining the prevailing wage. Learn and discuss how to use DOL's five-step arithmetic process to calculate 

and assign wage levels. Use the process to determine or predict the prevailing wage. 

Chair: Loveness Schafer 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/Vy86yD
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Crimmigration Woes: Navigating the Intersection of Immigration and Criminal Law 

Link: https://goo.gl/g3umCE  

Thursday, 5/31/2018 | 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM | Hall G 

International students and scholars facing criminal charges encounter significant risks to their immigration 

status. DSOs and AROs are also challenged to determine required reporting and provide appropriate support. A 

panel of experts reviews regulatory considerations, enforcement issues, and case scenarios to help strategize for 

“crimmigration” troubles. 

Chair: Stephanie Krause 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/g3umCE
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Emerging Issues for Academic Health Care Institutions 

Link: https://goo.gl/WPWPDN  

Thursday, 5/31/2018 | 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM | Room 110AB 

This session provides up-to-date information and rigorous dialogue between panelists and the audience on 

emerging topics affecting academic health care institutions. Topics include: J-1 regulations, H1B, new legislation, 

J-1 waivers, and visa and consular issues. Best practices and institutional policies are discussed.  

Chair: Ann Lance 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/WPWPDN
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Guest Speaker: Immigration Policy in 2018 and Into the Future 

Link: http://bit.ly/2EaBauo  

Thursday, 5/31/2018 | 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM | Room 114 

Elections have consequences, and the election of Donald Trump has resulted in significant changes to U.S. 

immigration policies. Immigration law already gives the executive broad authority to shape immigration policies 

and priorities, and Congress's inability to pass meaningful immigration reform means the President has been 

even more central to decision making.  The Administration's choices have widely-felt implications for U.S. 

families, businesses, schools, cities, and states. This session will explore the Trump Administration's re-shaping 

of immigration policy and its impact. 

Chair: Michele Waslin 

Notes: 

 

http://bit.ly/2EaBauo
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Hot Topics in Advanced Employment-Based Immigration 

Link: https://goo.gl/smwoHz  

Thursday, 5/31/2018 | 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM | Room 108AB 

This session provides key updates regarding employment-based immigration, including the latest issues in H-1B 

visas, PERM, and compliance. The presenters highlight hot topics and share practical guidance on PERM 

modernization, legislative and regulatory proposals to restrict immigration, prevailing wage issues, site visits, 

RFE trends, best practices, and compliance. 

Chair: Elise Fialkowski 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/smwoHz
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SEVP Regulations, Policies, and Processes: Current Issues 

Link: https://goo.gl/6Ce7Mj  

Thursday, 5/31/2018 | 2:30 PM - 3:30 PM | Hall G 

Learn about current regulatory, policy, and practice issues that affect the advising of students in F and M 

immigration status from the perspective of SEVP representatives and NAFSA leaders. Gain tips, tools, and 

resources. SEVP officials have been invited. 

Chair: Jennifer Figueroa 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/6Ce7Mj
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Current Issues: Primary and Secondary Schools from the SEVP Perspective 

Link: https://goo.gl/qwdXim  

Friday, 6/1/2018 | 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM | Room 109B 

U.S. government officials address policies and hot topics affecting primary and secondary schools, the fastest 

growing user group in the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS). Discussions highlight best 

practices and resources to assist with the management of F and M international student programs at the 

primary and secondary school levels. 

Chair: Joann Ng Hartmann 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/qwdXim
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OPT, STEM OPT, and the H-1B Visa: Endangered Species? 

Link: http://bit.ly/2E9a073  

Friday, 6/1/2018 | 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM | Room 122B 

The dawn of a new executive branch administration has created considerable fear for the future of bedrock 

post-graduation work programs like OPT, STEM OPT, and H-1B. This session will address rumors and recent 

happenings, provide a clear explanation of what the administration really has the power to do, and explain how 

universities can influence potential changes. This session was selected as the Region XII conference highlight. 

Chair: David Gluckman 

Notes: 

 

http://bit.ly/2E9a073
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Rights of Travelers at Ports of Entry 

Link: https://goo.gl/EDqvda  

Friday, 6/1/2018 | 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM | Room 114 

As anti-immigrant rhetoric and policy proposals fill the national agenda, U.S. citizens and foreign nationals alike 

have expressed growing concern over their rights at U.S. borders. Presenters discuss what constitutional rights 

exist at the border and provide suggestions for advising international students who are crossing the border.  

Chair: Danielle Rizzo 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/EDqvda
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Open Meeting: Model Practice in Student Services in Secondary Schools 

Link: https://goo.gl/Sqj5bt  

Friday, 6/1/2018 | 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM | Room 120A 

Join colleagues from secondary schools to share model practices in supporting students in international 

programs at home and abroad. 

Notes: 

 

 

https://goo.gl/Sqj5bt
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U.S. Department of State: Current Visa Issues 

Link: https://goo.gl/ft5Wez  

Friday, 6/1/2018 | 10:00 AM - 11:15:00 AM | Room 114 

Develop an understanding of current issues in visa processing and outcomes and learn how a consular officer 

makes decisions regarding an applicant's visa eligibility. Presenters discuss strategies, advice, tools, and 

resources for addressing visa processing and issues. 

Chair: Adam Julian 

Notes: 

 

https://goo.gl/ft5Wez
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Extra Notes 
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