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“Water, water, every where, 

Nor any drop to drink.”
—From The Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

        arth is often referred to as the “Blue Planet” 

because of the almost profligate abundance of water on its surface 
compared to the other planets in our solar system. It is estimated 
that 71.11 percent of the earth is covered by water. But of this total, 
UNESCO has estimated that 97.5 percent is salt water. Of the re-
maining 2.5 percent, approximately 68.9 percent is currently locked 
up in glaciers and permanent snow pack, 30.8 percent is groundwa-
ter, swamp water, or permafrost, and just three tenths of one percent 
is relatively easily accessible in lakes and rivers.

Although Earth’s water is portioned in this manner, most na-
tions of the world currently have adequate supplies for drinking, 
agriculture, and industry. But population growth, pollution, and 
other factors, especially in underdeveloped and poor areas of many 
parts of the globe—most notably in Africa and the Middle East—are 
already experiencing significant shortages of clean, potable water. 
And even in highly developed but arid regions, such as the south-
western United States, heavy agricultural usage of limited supplies 
of locally available water is verging on the possibility of long-term 
shortages, which could affect world food supplies down the road.

To assist with this seemingly slow-moving, but inevitable cri-
sis, many colleges and universities around the world are applying 
their know-how and resources to find solutions, both on the small 
scale—such as village rain collection projects and wells—and on the 
macro scale—including regional and even global hydrology studies 
intended to head off large-scale calamities and international ten-
sions resulting from shortages of this indispensible resource. 

In this issue of International Educator, Karen Leggett examines 
a number of university-led projects that are marshalling the ef-
forts of faculty, students, administrators, donors, and others in the 
higher education community. These projects have helped in many 
ways and in many locations around the globe, while also develop-
ing intercultural awareness, language acquisition, and professional 
development, for the students who participate.

Also in This Issue…
Our annual guide to print and electronic publications for interna-
tional educators and their students includes a cornucopia of resources 
for the upcoming fall semester. And, enclosed with this issue is the 
2010 NAFSA Publications Catalog, featuring several new resources 
along with our popular tried-and-true publications. � IE

Going with the Flow


