
2  

In
t

e
r

n
a

t
Io

n
a

l 
e

d
u

c
a

to
r

   
M

A
R

+
A

P
R

.1
0 

FROM THE

Editorial advisory Board
J. Michael adams
Fairleigh Dickinson University

Philip altbach
Boston College

cheryl darrup-Boychuck
USjournal of Academics

everett egginton
New Mexico State University 

anthony Jewett
Bardoli Global 

Margaret a. Miller
University of Virginia 

June noronha
Bush Foundation

rosalind latiner raby
California Colleges for International 
Education 

Susan thompson
University of Nevada-Las Vegas

Stacia Zukroff Biel
CAPA International Education

Editorial staff
Marlene Johnson
Publisher 

christopher Murphy
Editor

elaina loveland
Managing Editor

lisa Schock
In Brief Editor

cheryl d. collins
Production Manager

Bonotom Studio, Inc.
Publication Design  
and Production

advErtising salEs rEprEsEntativE
Scott oser
NAFSA
1307 New York Avenue, NW
Eighth Floor
Washington, DC 20005
PH: 301.279.0468
FX: 202.737.3657
scotto@nafsa.org

staff Editorial tEam
ellen Barclay
Professional Development Services

ursula oaks
Media Relations

christie Phillips
Member Communications and Marketing

Betty Soppelsa
Conferences and Meetings

robert Stableski
Planning and Services Development

Jill Welch
Public Policy

nafsa Board of dirEctors

prEsidEnt and chair
christopher J. Viers
Indiana University

vicE prEsidEnt, Education and profEssional 
dEvElopmEnt
Mary H. reeves
Commission on English Language Program 
Accreditation

vicE prEsidEnt, mEmBEr rElations
Susan M. thompson
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

vicE prEsidEnt, puBlic policy and practicE
dede long
University of Arkansas

trEasurEr
John K. Hudzik
Michigan State University

sEcrEtary
Bonnie Bissonette
Northcentral Technical College

mEmBErs at largE
Masume assaf 
Pennsylvania State University

Fanta aw
American University

ellen H. Badger
Binghamton University—SUNY

James cooney
Colorado State University

robert Gosende
State University of New York

Francisco Marmolejo
Consortium for North American Higher 
Education Collaboration

Meredith M. McQuaid
University of Minnesota

Joy olson
Washington Office on Latin America

Peter M. robinson
U.S. Council for International Business

Jem Spectar
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown

Ex-officio
Marlene Johnson
Executive Director and CEO
NAFSA: Association of International 
Educators

distinguishEd sEnior fEllow
Hon. richard W. riley

Opinions expressed by contributors are 
their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the position of NAFSA: Association of 
International Educators. International 
Educator accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements.

To submit a manuscript to International 
Educator: A full description of format 
requirements and author guidelines can be 
found at www.nafsa.org. E-mail inquiries 
may be sent to publications@nafsa.org.

International Educator is published 
bimonthly by NAFSA: Association of 
International Educators, 1307 New York 
Avenue, NW, Eighth Floor, Washington, D.C. 
20005-4701 USA.  
Phone: 202.737.3699; Fax: 202.737.3657; 
inbox@nafsa.org; www.nafsa.org 

Periodicals postage paid at Washington, 
D.C., and additional mailing offices. 

ISSN 1059-4221

Subscription rates: NAFSA members 
receive International Educator as a 
benefit of membership. Nonmember 
subscriptions are $35 per year (5 issues 
at the cover price and 1 free) in the 
United States. Nonmember subscriptions 
outside the United States are $48 in 
Canada and Mexico and $63 elsewhere 
in the world. Subscriptions are payable in 
U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. bank, or by 
Visa, Mastercard, or American Express. 
Single issues: $7, plus shipping and 
handling. To subscribe, call 1.866.538.1927 
or 1.240.646.7036. Copyright ©2010 
by NAFSA: Association of International 
Educators. All rights reserved. Postmaster: 
Send address changes to International 
Educator, 1307 New York Avenue, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20005 USA.

Editors
by christopher Murphy

EducaTOR
 International
M A R + A P R . 1 0  n  V O L .  1 9  n  N O .  2

2 

T   HE HISTORY OF MY ANCESTORS is bleakly tinted by an event 
   that occurred in the middle of the nineteenth century. Known 
in Irish Gaelic as An Gorta Mór—The Great Hunger—the potato 
famine that caused a million men, women, and children in Ireland to 
die of starvation and disease and another million to flee the country 
(beginning a long trend of emigration that only recently ended), 
was a classic example of the sort of perfect storm that can result 
from a combination of crop failure, poor agricultural planning, lack 
of emergency preparedness, and an almost incredible attitude of 
callousness on the part of the people charged with providing relief 
to those in need. 

At the height of that crisis, Sir Charles Trevelyan, the man as-
signed by the British government with administering relief efforts in 
Ireland wrote, “The judgment of God sent the calamity to teach the 
Irish a lesson, that calamity must not be too much mitigated.... The 
real evil with which we have to contend is not the physical evil of the 
famine, but the moral evil of the selfish, perverse and turbulent char-
acter of the [Irish] people.” In another place he noted that the famine 
was an efficient “mechanism for reducing surplus population.” 

During An Gorta Mór Trevelyan allowed grain and other foods 
to be exported from Ireland to add to the already ample food sup-
plies in Great Britain. This sort of thing seems almost unbelievable 
today, but similar problems abound even in our modern world. For 
most of the last hundred years there have consistently been suffi-
cient supplies of food to feed all of the world’s people. But economic, 
political, infrastructure, and other factors have often allowed for 
severe famines to strike hard at poor populations in less developed 
nations while in countries like the United States an epidemic of 
obesity has become a major public health problem.

Our cover story in this issue, “Feeding Mouths and Minds,” ex-
amines some excellent efforts underway at colleges and universities 
to mitigate the scourge of hunger in many places where famine is 
a consistent threat. As Carol McLaughlin, research director for 
global public health at the University of Pennsylvania’s Center for 
High Impact Philanthropy notes in the article, hunger is an area 
where multiple academic disciplines can contribute. Coordinated 
efforts like these among academic organizations can help focus 
minds and bring resources to bear that can alleviate much avoid-
able suffering in our world.  IE

An Gorta Mór


