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eAST AFRIcA IS ThE REgIon of the 
world where most scientists agree the earli-
est human-like beings walked the earth. It 
is, in effect, our common cradle. From Aus-
tralopithicus Afarensis, the earliest known 
member of the Hominid family who lived in 
what is now Ethiopia 4–2.7 million years ago, 
through Homo habilis, the oldest known 
member of the genus Homo, to modern man, 
all our origins are there.  High-level civiliza-
tions have been noted in the region since the 
earliest days of written history. The Greeks 
traded with the local inhabitants along the 
East African coast in the classical period, as 
did the Arabs and Chinese in Medieval times 
and later, the Portuguese explorers.

However, the last few hundred years have 
not been kind to this ancient region. Colonial 
occupation, poverty, ethnic strife, disease, 
and many other factors have left this once 
important and proud area in a very difficult 

state. As noted in our cover story by Susan 
Ladika, “Limited Resources, Endless Possibil-
ities,” from 1991 to 2004, the gross university 
enrollment rate in Africa grew by more than 
15 percent per year; yet the total enrollment 
rate for this region was a dismal 2.2 percent 
in 2004. Given the direction of the world to-
ward a so-called knowledge economy this 
lagging development of higher education in 
East Africa has the potential to be devastat-
ing to the region’s long-term potential.

But many initiatives are now underway 
that could help alleviate some of the serious 
regional educational resource problems and 
offer opportunities to promising young East 
African students through the efforts of local 
universities and governments and internation-
al institutions of higher learning. Cooperative 
undertakings involving Cornell University, 
University of Arizona, University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, Northeastern Illinois University, 

Virginia Tech, University of Florida, Tufts Uni-
versity, the British Council, and the University 
of Bergen and Bergen University College in 
Norway are all examined here.

Also in this issue
In “Making A World of Difference,” writer 
Karen Leggett examines recent expansion in 
the global context of social work that began 
in the later part of the last decade and is now 
resulting in an explosion of interest in over-
seas field placements, study tours, research 
initiatives, cross-border collaborations, and 
the infusion of international content into 
social work curricula at the graduate and 
postgraduate levels.

Also, our annual directory of international 
education recruitment tours and fairs around 
the globe appears in this issue. We want to 
thank USjournal of Academics for once again 
partnering with us on this project. ie 

FroM tHe

Editorial advisory Board
philip altbach
Boston college

Gary althen
chandler, Arizona

Joan dassin
Ford Foundation International 
Fellowship Program

cary Jensen
university of Rochester

anthony Jewett
Bardoli global 

June Noronha
Bush Foundation

mary tinkham
cambridge, massachusetts

Susan thompson
university of nevada-Las Vegas

Sanford ungar
goucher college 

catherine Vertesi
capilano college

Stacia Zukroff
The Scholar Ship 

Editorial staff
marlene Johnson
Publisher 

christopher murphy
Editor

elaina Loveland
managing Editor

Lisa Schock
In Brief Editor

Bonotom Studio, inc.
Publication design  
and Production

advErtising salEs 
rEprEsEntativE
Joanne Kuriyan
nAFSA
1307 new York Avenue, nW
Eighth Floor
Washington, dc 20005
Ph: 202.737.3699
FX: 202.737.3657
joannek@nafsa.org

staff Editorial tEam
ellen Barclay
Professional development 
Services

ursula Oaks
media Relations

Will phillip
organizational Advancement

christie phillips
member communications and 
marketing

Betty Soppelsa
conferences and Regulatory 
Practice

robert Stableski
Planning and Services 
development

Jill Welch
Public Policy

nafsa Board of dirEctors—
officErs

prEsidEnt
everett egginton
new mexico State university

prEsidEnt-ElEct

John K. Hudzik
michigan State university

past prEsidEnt

ronald moffatt
San diego State university

vicE prEsidEnt, mEmBEr rElations

Joy Stevenson
university of central missouri

vicE prEsidEnt, Education and 
profEssional dEvElopmEnt

christopher Viers
Indiana university

vicE prEsidEnt, puBlic  policy  
and practicE

dede Long
university of Arkansas

nafsa Board of dirEctors—
mEmBErs at largE
masume assaf
Pennsylvania State university

ellen H. Badger
Binghamton university–SunY

robert J. Brennan
Fairfield, cT

James cooney
colorado State university

donald a. dellow
university of South Florida

ivor emmanuel
university of california, Berkeley

robert ericksen
university of california, Los 
Angeles

robert Gosende
State university of new York

martin Levine
north Potomac, md

peter m. robinson
u.S. council for International 
Business

Susan m. thompson
university of nevada, Las Vegas

anders uhrskov
dIS, danish Institute for Study 
Abroad

Ex-officio

marlene Johnson
Executive director and cEo
nAFSA: Association of 
International Educators

distinguishEd sEnior fEllow
Hon. richard W. riley

 International educAtor

Editors
by christopher murphy

mar.+apr.08 | VOL. 17  | NO. 2

reviving ancient promise


