
in
T

e
R

n
A

T
io

n
A

L 
e

d
U

c
A

To
R

   
N

O
V

.+
D

E
C

.1
0 

FroM THE

Editorial advisory Board
J. Michael Adams
Fairleigh dickinson university

Philip Altbach
Boston college

cheryl darrup-Boychuck
USjournal of Academics

everett egginton
new mexico state university 

Anthony Jewett
Bardoli global 

Margaret A. Miller
university of Virginia 

Rosalind Latiner Raby
california colleges for international 
education 

Susan Thompson
university of nevada-Las Vegas

Stacia Biel
caPa international education

Editorial staff
Marlene Johnson
Publisher 

christopher Murphy
editor

elaina Loveland
managing editor

Lisa Schock
in Brief editor

cheryl d. collins
Production manager

BonoTom Studio, inc.
Publication design  
and Production

advErtising salEs rEprEsEntativE
Scott oser
naFsa
1307 new York avenue, nw
eighth Floor
washington, dc 20005
Ph: 301 .279 .0468
FX: 202 .737 .3657
scotto@nafsa .org

staff Editorial tEam
ellen Barclay
Professional development services

Ursula oaks
media relations

christie Phillips
member communications and marketing

Betty Soppelsa
conferences and meetings

Robert Stableski
Planning and services development

Jill Welch
Public Policy

nafsa Board of dirEctors

prEsidEnt and chair
christopher J. viers
indiana university

vicE prEsidEnt, Education and profEssional 
dEvElopmEnt
Mary H. Reeves
commission on english Language Program 
accreditation

vicE prEsidEnt, mEmBEr rElations
Susan M. Thompson
university of nevada, Las Vegas

vicE prEsidEnt, puBlic policy and practicE
dede Long
university of arkansas

trEasurEr
John K. Hudzik
michigan state university

sEcrEtary
Bonnie Bissonette
northcentral technical college

mEmBErs at largE
Masume Assaf 
Pennsylvania state university

Fanta Aw
american university

ellen H. Badger
Binghamton university—sunY

James cooney
colorado state university

Robert Gosende
state university of new York

Francisco Marmolejo
consortium for north american higher 
education collaboration

Meredith M. McQuaid
university of minnesota

Joy olson
washington office on Latin america

Peter M. Robinson
u .s . council for international Business

Jem Spectar
university of Pittsburgh at Johnstown

Ex-officio
Marlene Johnson
executive director and ceo
naFsa: association of international 
educators

distinguishEd sEnior fEllow
Hon. Richard W. Riley

opinions expressed by contributors are 
their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the position of nAFsA: Association of 
international Educators. International 
Educator accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements.

To submit a manuscript to International 
Educator: A full description of format 
requirements and author guidelines can be 
found at www.nafsa.org. E-mail inquiries 
may be sent to publications@nafsa.org.

International Educator is published 
bimonthly by nAFsA: Association of 
international Educators, 1307 new York 
Avenue, nW, Eighth Floor, Washington, d.C. 
20005-4701 usA.  
Phone: 202.737.3699; Fax: 202.737.3657; 
inbox@nafsa.org; www.nafsa.org 

Periodicals postage paid at Washington, 
d.C., and additional mailing offices. 

issn 1059-4221

Subscription rates: nAFsA members 
receive International Educator as a 
benefit of membership. nonmember 
subscriptions are $35 per year (5 issues 
at the cover price and 1 free) in the 
united states. nonmember subscriptions 
outside the united states are $48 in 
Canada and mexico and $63 elsewhere 
in the world. subscriptions are payable in 
u.s. dollars drawn on a u.s. bank, or by 
visa, mastercard, or American Express. 
single issues: $7, plus shipping and 
handling. to subscribe, call 1.866.538.1927 
or 1.240.646.7036. Copyright ©2010 
by nAFsA: Association of international 
Educators. All rights reserved. Postmaster: 
send address changes to International 
Educator, 1307 new York Avenue, nW, 
Washington, d.C. 20005 usA.

Editors
by christopher Murphy

EdUcATor
 International
n o V  . + d e c  . 1 0  n  V o L  .  1 9  n  n o  .  6

T   his Past sePtemBer, as I walked among the ancient dry-
stone buildings on the heights of Skellig Michael, a tiny island off 
the coast of Ireland’s County Kerry, I contemplated the two sides of 
the intriguing history of the early monastic movement in Ireland. 
Skellig Michael is the definitive example of an inwardly focused Irish 
monasticism during Europe’s Dark Ages. The island, which is little 
more than a tall, craggy outcrop, set in rough seas twelve kilometers 
from the Kerry shore, was a place of intentional isolation and intro-
spection. Here monks separated themselves from the world and its 
comforts and cares and concentrated on the Divine alone.  

But there was another side to the Irish monastic movement in 
this time when Western civilization—based for centuries upon Ro-
man hegemony—was in ruin and much of the knowledge of the 
classical period was lost to the vast majority of Europeans. Ireland 
in this period is often referred to as the ‘Island of Saints and Schol-
ars’. Skellig Michael represents a stark example of the desire for 
sainthood. But many other monasteries represent the high-level 
scholarship of these Irish monks. Communities at Clonmacnoise, 
Clonard, Iona, and Glendalough, to name just a few, kept a light of 
knowledge burning and attracted scholars to Ireland from many 
parts of Europe. In the sixth and seventh centuries, the monks 
reached out across the European continent, establishing learned 
monastic settlements among the Franks, the Alemanni (modern 
Switzerland), and perhaps most famously at Bobbio in the Lombard 
kingdom—not far from the city of Bologna where the oldest con-
tinually operating university in the world would be founded in 1088.

Modern Europe’s Bologna Process has some similarity to this 
long-ago Irish odyssey of knowledge. Although the Bologna Process 
was originally intended as an internally focused reform of Western 
European higher education, it is now having a discernable ripple 
effect throughout the globe as other nations have seen the potential 
benefits of harmonizing their own regions or coordinating their 
efforts with European colleagues or institutions. 

In this issue of International Educator, Charlotte West explores 
how Bologna is inspiring reaction and change in higher education 
systems in places as disparate as Australia, Brazil, Canada, Tunisia, 
China, and the United States. 

Also in this issue…
Our annual supplement on health and insurance includes a timely 
article by Julie Friend on developing effective response procedures 
to U.S. Department of State travel warnings and Kim Fernandez’s 
piece on ensuring that international students on your campus have 
adequate insurance.   IE

From Bobbio to Bologna
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