Greetings Advisers-

Happy fall!  Following is a compilation of notes from a few sources, including the recent NAFSA Region I Conference in Eugene, Oregon.  Please contact me if you have questions regarding any of this information.

Sincerely,

Kelley Osmanbhoy

University of Washington

Region I co-CIPP’RR (NSC Liaison)

waltersk@u.washington.edu
PH 206.616.9667

1.  Nebraska Service Center Conference Call – LIVE!  This session was held at the Regional Conference.  The Q/A from the session is posted on the Region I website:  http://www.region1.nafsa.org/Immigration/immigration_help.htm
2.  Government Q/A Session.  Several representatives from SEVP, CBP and ICE were present at the Government Q/A session.  Following are highlights from that session:


a. SEVP published its most recent newsletter in August 2005.  The online version is accessible at http://www.ice.gov/graphics/sevis/pdf/SEVISnewsletter.pdf.  Of particular interest is the contact information on page 4 of the newsletter; you will find email addresses and phone numbers for each SEVIS division (I-901, technical issues, certification, etc.).

b. Recertification.  The rule is written and is currently at the DHS level now.  Once it is approved by the DHS secretary, it will be forwarded to the OMB for review (1-3 months).  Following the OMB review, it will be sent back to DHS for changes.  Once all issues have been addressed, the rule will be published in the Federal Register, with a comment period.  Following the comment period, the rule will be re-worked, if needed, before it becomes effective.  Schools will have a 6 month prep period and will receive ample warning in advance of their recertification deadline.  The fee is unknown at this time.

c. SEVIS Fee Case Resolution Unit.  Email fmjfee.SEVIS@dhs.gov for assistance with refunds and other issues.  Requests generally processed within 7-10 days.


d. I-17 Contact Information.  Make sure your I-17 contact information is current.  CBP and ICE refer to that information when needing to contact a school official.


e. “OPT Pending.”  The CIS CLAIMS system and SEVIS do not work well together.  As a result, “OPT Pending” was and continues to be reflected in many student records, even after OPT has been approved.  This issue is being addressed and will be resolved eventually.  In the meantime, to request a correction, email toolbox.SEVIS@dhs.gov.  Include the student’s name and SEVIS number in your correspondence.


f. Terminate?  If you know that a student is leaving the US and does not intend to come back on the same SEVIS record, it is best to terminate the existing record.


g. I-515A.  The I-515A mailing address has been updated, yet some ports continue to use old forms.  All I-515As should be mailed to:



SEVP/I-515A Processing Team



800 K Street, Suite 1000



Washington, DC 20536

In a case where an individual will be leaving the US very soon after having entered with an I-515A, fax the required information with a cover letter to the SEVP office at 202.353.3723.


h. SEVIS Web-Based Training.  Visit www.ice.gov/sevis and click on “school and programs” to access the training.

3.  NAFSA IssueNet.  Members should report issues caused by government regulations and policies to NAFSA through IssueNet: www.nafsa.org/issuenet.
4.  NAFSA Expertise Profile.  Members are encouraged to “Get in It” by submitting an Expertise Profile at http://www.eseries.nafsa.org/ScriptContent/member_expertise.cfm.  To date, 10 groups have been formed, 6 of which consisted of members never previously involved in NAFSA leadership roles.  Do not be turned away by the word “expertise”!  Everyone has expertise.

5.  Fee increase.  A reminder that the CIS fee increases became effective October 26, 2005: http://www.region1.nafsa.org/Immigration/USCIS_Fee_Increase_2005-09-26.pdf. 

6.  NAFSA Advocacy: Data Fix.  Following is a message sent by Larry Bell and Linda Gentile of the NAFSA Policy and Practice Committee.

Dear colleagues--

Many members have previously reported lengthy delays in obtaining datafixes from the SEVIS Help Desk.  Processing times have improved and members have reported that some long-pending cases have recently been resolved.  If you still have datafixes that have been pending for more than 90 days, please let us know so we have an accurate idea of the current situation.  NAFSA
needs this information for advocacy efforts on this issue.

To report a datafix pending more than 90 days, please follow the instructions below:

Go to:  <http://www.nafsa.org/issuenet>
Click on "Report an Issue"

Step I of II  : Issue Classification
*For the problem or issue you are reporting today, please choose one:
SELECT "International Students/Scholars"

Select your institution public or private and your institution type.

General Problem/Issue Type:
SELECT "Other (ISS)"

Please Specify Below:
ENTER "Pending Datafix"

Date of Occurrence of the Problem/Issue (if known):
ENTER the date you submitted your datafix request to the SEVIS Help Desk.

General Government Entity Involved
SELECT "DHS SEVP or SEVIS Help Desk"

*Government benefit/service was
SELECT "Delayed"

Please provide the facts relevant to this problem or concern. For privacy purposes, we ask that you not provide any personal data such as name, date of birth, etc. Please limit your comments to 250 words.

INDICATE
--the Help Desk Ticket Number,
--the number of records or individual data fixes submitted on that ticket
--and the type of action requested:  Activation, Transfer, etc.

Step II of II : Impact of Issue

*How many individuals at your institution/organization does this problem/issue impact?
INDICATE number of records or individual data fixes submitted on that ticket.

Answer the remaining items as appropriate and SUBMIT.

Thank you!

Larry Bell,
NAFSA Vice President, Public Policy and Practice

Linda Gentile
Policy & Practice Committee, International Students & Scholars Vice-Chair

