Greetings AWISA members,

I hope you have been enjoying that electric mixture of excitement, anticipation, and a bit of chaos unique to autumn quarter! As a new academic year begins, we hope you will take a day to meet with colleagues and gain new advising tools at AWISA’s fall quarter meeting.  
Mariah (Stember) Ortiz—Secretary/Chair-Elect, Brad Huggins—Treasurer, and I are very excited about this fall’s meeting, which will take place Friday, October 6th at Seattle University. The day will feature a wide variety of sessions. Dr. Faizi Ghodsi, Director of SU’s International Student Center, will present a lecture on the Middle East. Other sessions will focus on psychological and emotional counseling for students, exercises for intercultural interactions, and brainstorming opportunities to develop common institutional practices regarding student migration between schools. 

Advisor to Advisor will feature a new format. Your homework: bring that pesky question that’s kept you tossing and turning at night to the meeting.  Advance research time is appreciated, so you can email Kelley at waltersk@u.washington.edu. Minutes from the spring 2006 meeting will need to be approved or amended. They are available on the NAFSA Region I website at: http://www.region1.nafsa.org/AWISA/AWISA_index.htm. And of course, as students prep for tuition payments, let us prep for dues payments. AWISA’s budget depends upon them! Individual dues are $15 per year and institutional dues are $35 per year. Please find the membership form attached; dues may be sent in advance to Mariah or collected at the meeting. 
For driving directions, please visit: 
http://www.seattleu.edu/home/campus_community/visit_campus/directions_area_maps/driving_to_main_campus/. A campus map can be found at:

http://www.seattleu.edu/home/campus_community/visit_campus/campus_maps/main_campus_map/su_map_seattle_campus.pdf. For those who want to park in a campus lot, you are encouraged to arrive early. Parking is not free so it is a good idea to carpool or take public transportation if possible. There are many public parking lots around campus. Paid parking is also available at Swedish Medical Center or by the market at the corner of Pike and Broadway. Free neighborhood parking is available around 18th/19th Ave to the east of campus. Buses direct from downtown are numbers 2 and 12, and from the University District, number 9. 
A lunch buffet of sandwiches (eggplant, turkey, beef or chicken), green salad, pasta salad, cookies and drinks will be provided. Many thanks in advance to Seattle University for hosting and providing breakfast and lunch. We look forward to seeing you soon!
Sincerely,

Leana de la Torre

AWISA Chair 2006-2007
University of Washington

torre@u.washington.edu
206.543.3672

AGENDA
8:30-9:00 
Social Time in Student Center Room 160, “The LaRoux Room”
9:00-9:20
Welcome
9:30-10:30
Concurrent Sessions   

Session A:  A Lecture on the Middle East 


Presented by Dr. Faizi Ghodsi, Seattle University

One of the benefits of our field is the wonderful access to ongoing education. Dr. Ghodsi will discuss the historical and cultural context for current events in the Middle East. 
Student Center Room 210
Session B: Does your Student Need Counseling? 

Presented by Brian Smith, Seattle Central Community College; Carrie McMullin, University of Washington; Sara Dale, University of Washington
Learn when and how to refer your student for psychological and emotional help. This session will focus on signs of student psychological distress and how to provide an appropriate referral to students in need. Strategies which may increase the chance that your referral is accepted despite possible cultural taboos around seeking assistance will be included. Furthermore, this session will provide you with an opportunity to increase your comfort in addressing the needs of students who may be suicidal and will be followed by a question and answer period. 
Student Center Room 130

10:45-12:00
Concurrent Sessions


Session C: Toolbox for Intercultural Interactions
Presented by Robin Craggs, Seattle University; Mary Acob-Nash, North Seattle Community College; Cynthia Okawara, Green River Community College; Chanya Allen, University of Washington; Mark Howard, EarthCorp
Learn by doing! Join your colleagues in a participatory exploration of intercultural training activities. Build your “intercultural toolbox” in this local version of a NAFSA National highlight session. Immediately applicable! Active! Fun! 
Student Center Room 210
Session D: Are We on the Same Page? Let’s put our AWISA brains together and develop some local Best Practices!

Presented by Maureen Chao, Shoreline Community College, and David Roseberry, Seattle Central Community College

One of the greatest advantages of having so many colleges, universities, and English language programs in Washington State is the strong network of professionals involved in providing international student services. We compare policies and procedures all the time, but let’s use the AWISA network to our advantage and work together to come up with some “Best Practices” on the issues related to student migration between our schools. This will be a working session! We’ll select the most common migration issues we face, such as TOEFL/English proficiency shopping, concurrent enrollment, dismissal followed by application to a new school, guest students, transfer release dates, etc. We’ll divide into small groups and brainstorm what the obstacles might be to coming up with common “best practices,” and present back to the larger group. –Student Center Room 130
12:15-1:15
Lunch buffet provided by Seattle University 
Student Center Room 160, “The LaRoux Room”
1:30-2:30
Advisor to Advisor—Updates from Kelley Osmanbhoy, Region 1 Regulatory Ombudswoman
2:30-3:15
Business Meeting




Approval of Minutes




Membership Roster




Dues Payment




Treasurer’s Report




Announcements 

3:15

Reception and Tour of SU International Student Center



ISC Lounge, Student Pavilion

