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We did not meet with SEVP this year, so we did not hear directly from them about the status of SEVIS II.  Rumor has it that SEVIS II will be delayed, perhaps by about two years.   I repeat, this is a RUMOR.  SEVP is working hard to have more definitive information available for us in time for the NAFSA National conference, to be held in Kansas City May 30-June 4, 2010.  Because of the probable delay of the SEVIS II launch, we can anticipate that Recertification will begin soon.  Perhaps as early as March.  (Yes, I know March is over today, I’m just reporting what I was told.)  SEVP will start the Recertification process by notifying 400 schools and will add 400 more each month.  Each school will get notice 6 months in advance of its recertification deadline.  A 3-month and 1-month warning will be sent as well.  Remember that only a complete recertification packet will be accepted.  There will be no request for additional evidence if an incomplete packet is submitted.  RFEs will only be sent out if clarification is needed for evidence which is initially submitted.  While we were not given any information about recertification, I would anticipate that information will be forthcoming from SEVP before they start sending out recertification notices.  
We did meet with John Baldwin, Adjudications Officer, Family and Status Branch, USCIS and talked with him about a variety of issues concerning our populations.  Most of our time was devoted to the new lock box procedures:
Lock box procedures:  Lock box facility checks to make sure the applications are complete, then forwards applications to the appropriate service center.  I realize that I did not note that these facilities do data entry, but my understanding is that this also happens at the lock box facilities (hence the problems with c/o address lines, see below).
If there is a spike in applications at a particular service center such that processing times would slow beyond the promised time-frame (for example, I-765s are supposed to be processed w/in 90 days) then the lock box facility will forward applications to a different service center for processing.

If you receive a receipt notice with an unexpected file number, please let us know.  For example our region’s I-765s normally get LIN file numbers (because they are forwarded to Lincoln Nebraska for processing).  If you get a Receipt Number with an EAC file number, let us know because this indicates that the application is being processed in Vermont.

Many questions have been asked about processing times, given the fact that we are now submitting our applications to lock box facilities, rather than directly to the service centers.  “Received” by the lock box facility means “received” by USCIS – processing times start the day the application is received at the lock box facility, so the 90-day processing times begins then.

Express mail question:  There has been some question about where to send applications since the lock box facilities indicate two addresses – one for USPS mail and one for “express” mail.  Any application mailed by the US Postal Service, be it first class mail, priority, registered mail, or express mail, should be sent to the US Postal Service address.  If a courier service is used (Federal Express, United Parcel Service, DHL), then the courier address should be used.  Please familiarize yourselves with the instructions posted on the NAFSA website at: http://www.nafsa.org/regulatoryinformation/default.aspx?id=18665.  Note that Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Alaska I-765s for student petitions should be sent to the Phoenix, Arizona lock box facility. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask them!
There have been some data entry changes since USCIS began using the lock box facilities of which you should be aware.  First of all the c/o line in the address field is frequently being left off.  We’ve been told that this is because there is insufficient line space.  They are working on a solution to this problem.  In the interim, service center officers are supposed to be watching to see if that c/o line is missing and adding it back in to their system so that EADs arrive appropriately.  There are a couple of things you can do to facilitate your students getting their EADs in a timely manner as well.
· If you receive a Receipt Notice which is missing the c/o line, please e-mail nsc.schools@dhs.gov to ask that it be added back in.

· If you find that you have not received a Receipt Notice in a timely manner (two weeks), then check your student’s SEVIS record.  If you can find the LIN number in the OPT / Economic Hardship recommendation, you can use this to request that the application be tracked through Issue Net:  www.nafsa.org/issuenet.

· You can recommend that your students submit the form G1145.  Submission of this form will generate an e-mail response which contains the Receipt Number information.  The form must be printed out and submitted with the I-765 packet.  There is no way to make an electronic request.  There is no charge for this service.

Many of you are certainly familiar with the trick of using the student’s cancelled check to track a missing Receipt Notice or application.  Unfortunately, this is a thing of the past.  The new lock box facilities will no longer stamp the file number on the back of students’ checks as part of the cancellation process.  Instead, a new number will appear.  While it is possible to use this number to track the check to the application and then to the service center file number, we do not yet have a way to contact the lock box facilities to initiate this process. 
I have a couple of additional comments on the lock boxes.  At this point no concurrent filings go to the lock box. Send concurrent filings to the address for the “controlling form.”  Please make careful note of addresses noted on Requests for Evidence.  Some advisors have reported that they are being asked to send responses to RFEs to the lock box facility.  This is not correct.  Once an application has been received by the Service Center, any additional information should go to the Service Center.  If you have questions, please call or e-mail, or report through Issue Net.  Also, there should not be any rejected I-765s.  A few advisors have reported that students’ applications have been returned because they used “old” I-765s.  Please double check that your packets (if you use packets) contain the most recent form, or a least a form with a (Y) after the issue date.  Better still, refer your students to the USCIS website for their forms.  
Please note, by the end of 2010, USCIS anticipates that 95% of all forms will be processed through lock box facilities.  There will be no advanced notice of this but there will always be a grace period to allow time for adjusting.

Some of you may be interested to know what happens to applications after a decision has been made.  We spoke a bit to Mr. Baldwin about archiving procedures.  Approved applications are moved to archiving facilities pretty quickly, often w/in 5-10 days.  This is because it’s rare that approved applications are in any way contested.  Denials are held for a longer period of time at the service centers, usually 30-45 days.  There is a post-adjudications process, then they usually sit for a few more days before being shipped out.  Once an application has been shipped to the archiving facility nothing can be done about retrieving it until the file is received and receipted in.  Their tracking systems are not designed to request files which are in transit.
*********************************************************

There have been some other developments in the last month or so of which you should be aware.  There was a court case involving SUNY Binghamton in which it was decided that on-campus employment is, in fact, not allowed at a different institution than the one which issued a student’s I-20, even if both institutions are part of one state system.  It’s an interesting read – not too legally daunting.  And for those of us who have close relationships with other local institutions, it’s important stuff to be familiar with!  Here’s a link to the decision:  http://decisions.courts.state.ny.us/ad3/Decisions/2010/507473.pdf
**********************************************************

NAFSA posted a practice advisory on its website that discusses how the NPWHC determines an occupation's Wage Level when using the Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) survey to make a prevailing wage determination.  It’s at: http://www.nafsa.org/resourcelibrary/default.aspx?id=19008 
Updated FAQs issued from the Department of Labor on the NPWHC have also been posted to the NAFSA website:  http://www.nafsa.org/resourcelibrary/default.aspx?id=17581

*********************************************************

Also now posted on the NAFSA Web site:  DOS Extends Comment Period Until April 8 For Proposed Visa and Passport Fee Hikes

On March 24, 2010, the Department of State published a supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking that provides more details on how DOS determined the costs that form the basis for two proposed rules that would raise immigrant, nonimmigrant, passport, and consular services fees. The notice also extends the comment period for those two proposals until April 8, 2010.

The proposed rules are:

· December 14, 2010 proposed rule that would raise the Machine Readable Visa (MRV) fee for nonimmigrant visa applicants, and the Border Crossing Card (BCC) fee

· February 9, 2010 proposed rule that would raise immigrant visa application fees, and U.S. passport processing fees

