January 17, 2006

Greetings AWISA members!

I hope this message finds you enjoying happiness and health in the New Year.  

Our second AWISA meeting of the year is just around the corner.  The meeting will be held Friday, February 3 at the Bellevue campus of City University.  Driving directions and lunch options are attached.

Minutes from the Fall 2005 meeting are available at the NAFSA Region I website: www.region1.nafsa.org.  Be sure to take a look at them for changes.  We’ll need to amend or approve them during the Business Meeting.  If you have difficulty accessing the minutes, please let me know and I will get them to you in an alternate format.

Please remember that our budget depends on membership dues.  If you have not paid your dues yet, please plan to do so at the February 3 meeting.  Individual dues are $15/year and institutional dues are $35/year- a real bargain.  To get a membership form, contact Leana de la Torre, our able Secretary/Chair-Elect.

This quarter’s meeting promises to be exciting!  We have a special guest coming to join us, Betsy Abts, who will speak to us about the Registrar’s group.  They have been undergoing some changes, and it will be a good opportunity to see where our two groups can interface and help each other.

Now is a good time to begin thinking about our leadership for the 2006-2007 year.  During the Spring meeting we will be holding elections for Secretary/Chair-Elect and Treasurer.  Nomination forms can be obtained at the meeting, or from Leana.  We have a wealth of talent in our organization!

Any regulatory questions or issues?  Our trusty CIPP’RR, Kelley Osmanbhoy, will give us an update during the Advisor to Advisor session.  She’ll also be on hand for questions, but time for advance research is always appreciated.  Email your questions to Kelley, Leana, or me!

Yours,

Machelle Allman, Chair 2005-2006

Highline Community College

mallman@highline.edu
206-878-3710 ext. 3597

Agenda
8:30-9:00
Social Time

9:00-9:15
Welcome by Melissa Mecham, VP of Admissions and Student Services
9:15-10:15
Address, Betsy Abts, North Seattle Community College

10:15-10:30
Break

10:30-11:30
Sessions:

Session A:  Conversations with an Attorney, Machelle Allman, Highline Community College  

Unfortunately, the attorney was not able to join us, but was able to coordinate with Machelle for information about “practicing law without a license,”working with students’ attorneys, working with investigative agencies, advising vs. representation, and proposed policy documents .

Session B:  Activities Database, Martha Koch, Green River Community College

Have you ever wondered if your students are active members of the campus community or wondered how you would make a letter of recommendation sound personalized?  Green River Community College has been developing a student activities database to record each student’s participation in clubs, activities and student government as well as employment and recognition.  Come and see our records and brainstorm possible reports and information that can be gleaned from a student activities database.

11:30-1:00 
Lunch

1:00-2:00
Sessions

Session C  Change of Status, Chanya Allen, Seattle Central Community College

This session will focus on recent issues related to Change of Status application, focusing on problematic areas such as adjudication delay (including RFE/MTR), Security Checks, SEVIS glitches, inter-agency challenges, etc.  “Change of Status” option after program completion will also be discussed. Sharing recent experience encouraged. 
Session D  Systems Roundtable, Moderated by Sally Sprenger Seal, University of Puget Sound

Potential Topics: How does your office deal with email inquiries?  Any tracking system?  How is it working? Updates to web site?  What are the difficulties? Office traffic? International travel?  What drives you crazy?  How can we make the paperwork when we get back any easier? Probation/suspension systems?  How is communication with other offices?

2:00-3:00
Business Meeting



Approval of Minutes

Membership Roster

Dues Payment

Treasurer’s Report

NAFSA Update

Spring Quarter Meeting- Call for sessions/ideas

Announcements

3:00-4:00
Advisor to Advisor, Kelley Osmanbhoy
--SEVIS Release 5.1 update by George Moore, University of Washington

