Africa is Not a Country(!)

Suggestions for overcoming preconceptions about Africa:
· Share first-hand experience

· Provide incentives (scholarships, airfare, etc) to students who study in Africa

· Use returnees to talk about Africa
· Talk to returned Peace Corps volunteers

· Address issues of safety/health

· Acknowledge that we have preconceptions

· Read local (African) news 

· Watch films made by African film makers

· Go to speakers who give talks on Africa

· Read blogs

· African study groups

· Less language barriers

· Faculty support/options

· Service learning

· Study one country per month

· Fulbright

· Visit an African country (or 53!)

· Use students as a resource

· African studies syllabus

· Read books by African writers

Nervous Conditions by Tsitsi Dangarembga

Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter by J. Nozipo Maraire

Perceptions of Africa:
· Volatile/unstable
· Socially advanced

· Unfamiliar/unknown

· Poor

· Exploited

· Cradle of civilization

· Exotic

· Complex

· Health issues

· Music/dance

· Refugees

· Resource rich

· Big
· Underreported 

· Diverse

· Misunderstood

· Ignored

· Diseases

· Expensive

· Ecology, culture, language

· Colonial

· Ceremonious

· Primitive

