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SECONDARY 
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PRIMARY  AND LOWER SECONDARY  

EDUCATION: YEARS 1-8 (AGES 6-14) 

Pre-2012 

• Children began school at 

80 months. 

• Compulsory education 

was 8 years. 

• The 

elementary/secondary 

scheme was 8+3 

 

Since 2012 

• Children now begin 

school at 66 months 

• Compulsory education is 

12 years. 

• The 

elementary/secondary 

scheme is 4+4+4. 
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SECONDARY EDUCATION:  

YEARS 9-12 (AGES 15-18) 

Remained the same 

• Students who successfully complete 

all courses are granted the Lise 

Diplomasi. No final or leaving 

examination is required.  

• All upper secondary school programs 

include the same nine compulsory 

courses: Turkish (or Turkish as a 

second language), English, history, 

civics, religion, mathematics, science 

studies, physical education and health 

and artistic subjects.  

• All those who graduate with a Lise 

Diplomasi are entitled to attend 

postsecondary education. 

Changed in 2005 

• The duration of general 

secondary education was 

extended from 3 to 4 

years.  

• Students who entered 5th 

grade in 2006 or later 

completed/will complete a 

12-year curriculum. 
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SECONDARY EDUCATION:  

YEARS 9-12 (AGES 15-18) 

Types of institutions: 

• General education (Genel Lise): prepare students for higher education. High school 

graduates take the university placement exams Higher Education Exam 

(YGS) and Undergraduate Placement Exam (LYS). Some specialized types of 

general high schools are: 

– Anatolian High Schools (Anadolu Lisesi): 

Foreign languages are taught extensively at these high schools. Some Anatolian 

high schools have one year of preparatory class in the foreign language in which 

the high school instruction is given. The number of lessons per week is more 

than other high schools and these schools also offer a second foreign language. 

– Science High Schools (Fen Lisesi):   

These high schools are for students who have a deep interest in the Sciences. 

Students studying at these high schools choose Science or Engineering 

departments at the universities. 
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SECONDARY EDUCATION:  

YEARS 9-12 (AGES 15-18) 

Types of institutions (cont’d): 

• General education (Genel Lise) (cont’d): prepare students for higher education. High 

school graduates take the university placement exams Higher Education Exam 

(YGS) and Undergraduate Placement Exam (LYS). Some specialized types of 

general high schools are: 

– Religious High Schools (Imam-Hatip Lisesi): 

These high schools raise the future Imams, preachers and teachers of the Koran. 

They were opened by the Ministry of National Education and offer programs to 

prepare students for higher education as well. 

– Fine Arts High Schools (Güzel Sanatlar Lisesi) 

These high schools are for students who have a special interest and talent in fine 

arts. The goal is to educate the students at early ages. 

– Private High Schools (Kolej): 

Tuition fees are charged. Admission can be highly competitive. Some private 

high schools offer the International Baccalaureate curriculum. 
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SECONDARY EDUCATION:  

YEARS 9-12 (AGES 15-18) 

Types of institutions (cont’d): 

• Vocational/technical education (Meslek Lisesi): prepare students for 

higher education and employment. Students typically work as trainees 

in their chosen field three days per week; the remaining two days per 

week are spent on in-class theoretical instruction.  

• The vocational high schools can be grouped as Technical, 

Communication, Health, Tourism and Hotel Management, and 

Teachers’ vocational high schools. The students at these schools may 

need to study for five years in total. 
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ADMISSION TO TURKISH UNIVERSITIES  

(AS OF 2010) 

• High school graduates have the right to continue to higher education. 

Entrance exams are required; these exams are administered by the 

Assessment, Selection and Placement Center (ÖSYM).   

1. Transition to Higher Education Examination (Yükseköğretime Geçiş 

Sınavı) (YGS) : Taken in April. If you pass this exam, you are 

permitted to 

• Enroll for a 2-year degree , or 

• Take the 

2. Undergraduate Placement Examination (Lisans Yerleştirme Sınavı) 

(LYS): Taken in June. If you pass this exam, you are entitled to enroll 

for a 4-year degree at a university. 

• The scores students receive from YGS and LYS and their high school GPA 

play an important role in being placed at higher education institutions.  

• Prior to 2010, the university entrance exam was called the Öğrenci Seçme 

Sınavı (Student Selection Examination) (ÖSS). 
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GRADING - SECONDARY 

Indigenous 
scale 

Point Descriptor Translation Suggested 
U.S. grade 

85 - 100 5 pek iyi  very good A 
70 – 84 4 Iyi good B 

55 – 69 3 orta average C+ 
45 – 54 2 geçer passing C 

25 – 44 1 geçmez failing F 
0 – 24 0 etkisiz Failing without 

effect (not 
counted in 

grade average 

F 

 

Post- 

1998 

Indigenous scale Descriptor Translation Suggested U.S. 
grade 

9 - 10 pek iyi  very good A 
7 - 8 Iyi good B 

5 - 6 orta average C 
3 - 4 zayif or 

noksan 
weak or deficient F 

1 - 2 pek zayif or 
peknoksan 

very weak or very 
deficient  

F 

 

Pre- 

1998 
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“New” Lise Diplomasi – Secondary School Diploma 2013 

Name, surname 

ID Card No. 

Student ID No. 

Diploma Security ID 

Turkish Republic 

Ministry of 

National 

Education 

Secondary 

School 

Diploma 

School 

name 

Previous 

school 

Length of 

instruction 

(4 years) 

Diploma 

score 

Diploma 

(graduation) 

date Curriculum 

stream 

Name, surname 

Diploma No. 
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“New” 

High 

school 

(Lisesi) 

transcript 

Years 9-

12 

Classes/

subjects 

Grading 

scale 

Grade 

averages 

Haftalik ders 

saati (class 

hours/week) 

Yil sonu 

puani = 

year-end 

score 
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“Old” Lise Diplomasi – Secondary School Diploma 2007 
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“Old” 

High 

school 

(Lisesi) 

transcript 
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“New” Meslek Lisesi Diplomasi 

Vocational Secondary School Diploma 2010 

Name, surname 

ID Card No. 
Student ID No. 

Diploma No. 

Diploma Security ID 

Curriculum 

stream 
Name, surname 

Length of 

instruction 

(4 years) 
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“New” Meslek Lisesi Diplomasi 

Vocational Secondary School Diploma 2010 (translation) 

Name, surname 

ID Card No. 

Name, surname 

Student ID No. 

Diploma No. 

Diploma Security ID 
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“New” 

Vocational High 

school  

(Meslek Lisesi) 

transcript 
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“New” 

Vocational High 

school  

(Meslek Lisesi) 

transcript 

(translation) 



SUMMARY 

• The minimum age of children entering 

school has been lowered from 80 months 

to 66 months. 

• Compulsory education has been extended 

from 8 years to 12 years. 

• In 2005, upper secondary education was 

increased from 3 years to 4 years (for a 

total of 12 years, up from the previous 11).  
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POSTSECONDARY, 

PRE-BOLOGNA 
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Önlisans Diplomasi (Pre-Licentiate Diploma) 

Turkish Republic 

Kocaeli University 

Arslanbey Vocational 

Higher School 

Pre-

Licentiate 

Diploma 

Technical 

Programs 

Department 

Organic 

Agricultur

e 

Program 

two years 
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Önlisans 

Transkript 

(Pre-

Licentiate  

Transcript) 

Second 

Semester 

First 

Semester 

Program 

duration: 

2 years 

Kred. 

Toplam = 

Total 

credits 

Not Top. 

=  Total 

Grade 

Ort. = 

[Grade] 

Average 

Başarı Not 

Top. =  

Total 

Grade 

Mezuniyet 

Derecesi = 

Graduation 

Grade 

IYI = good 

Student # 

Name 

Surname 
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Lisans (Licentiate) diploma 

Licentiate 

Diploma 

Labor 

Economics 

and Industrial 

Relations 

“Four years 

(eight 

semesters)” 

Graduation 

date 

Turkish Republic 

Istanbul University 

Economics Faculty 



AACRAO International Education Services • http://ies.aacrao.org/ 

© 2013 25 

Lisans (Licentiate) transcript 

Soyadi, Adi = Surname, 

name 

Numarasi = [Student 

number] 

Kayit Tarihi = Registration 

date 

Mezuniyet Tarihi = 

graduation date 

Düzenleme Tarihi = Form 

[print] Date 

Toplam sayfa sayisi =  

Total number of pages 

Hazirlik Sinifi =  

Preparatory course 

Sinav Donemi = 

Exam period 

Basari Notu = Final grade 

KR = Credit 

Ağirlikli Not = weighted 

grade 

Yariyil = semester 

Ders Kodu = Subject Code 

Dersin Adi = Subject name 

ANO = Ağirlikli Not 

Ortalamasi ([Semester] 

weighted grade average) 

AGNO = Ağirlikli Genel Not 

Ortalamasi (General 

[cumulative] weighted 

grade average) 

Bahar = Spring 

Güz = Fall 

Telafi = re-sit  

 
 

“Academic 

Certificate” - 

Transcript 
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Lisans 

(Licentiate) 

diploma 

Faculty of 

Architecture 

Name 

Interior 

Architecture 

Licentiate 

February 9, 

2010 
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Licentiate Transcript 

Öğrenci Numarasi = 

Student number 

Soyadi, Adi = 

Surname, name 

Doğum Yeri = Birth 

place 

Doğum Tarihi = Date of 

birth 

Kayit Tarihi = 

Registration date 

Tarih = Date 

Ders = Subject 

Kodu = Code 

Ders Adi = Subject 

name 

Krd. = Credit 

Not = Grade 

A. Krd. = Attempted 

credit 

B. Krd. = Earned credit 

B. Puan = Earned 

points 

Ort. = [Ortalama] 

Average 

Akd. Durum = 

Academic standing 

Bahar = Spring 

Güz = Fall 

 
 

“Academic 

Certificate” - 

Transcript 
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Temporary 

Graduation 

Certificate 

Temporary 

Graduation 

Certificate 

Faculty number 

Name and surname 
Place and 

date of birth Citizenship: 

Turkish 

Republic 

Department: 

Biology, 

Teaching Enrollment 

date 

Graduation 

date 

Turkish National ID # 

The student of our faculty, who is named 

above, has completed the Teacher 

Training and four-year Licentiate program, 

and has graduated. 

 

This document has been given at the  

student’s request, and will be replaced with 

an original diploma in the future. 
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Diploma from a university that teaches in 

English 
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Back of transcript 

– from a 

university that 

teaches in 

English 
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Lisans  Diplomasi (Licentiate Diploma) from a private university 



32 
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Yüksek Lisans (Higher Licentiate) Diploma 
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GRADING – POSTSECONDARY  

Other scales also exist, check transcript 

Descriptor Translation Numeric  
Suggested 
U.S. grade 

pek iyi very good 9-10 17-20 85-100 85-100 90-100 90-100 A 
iyi good 7-8 14-16 65-84 70-84 70-89 80-89 B 

orta average 5-6 10-13 50-64 60-69 60-69 65-79 C+ 
geçer passing    50-59 50-59 50-64 C 

geçmez failing 0-4 0-9 0-49 0-49 0-49 0-49 F 

 



POSTSECONDARY, 

BOLOGNA 

2001 and beyond 
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THE BOLOGNA PROCESS 

Goals? 

• Transparency 

• Mobility 

• Recognition 

What has changed? 

• ECTS Credits 

• Diploma Supplement 

 

But… 

 

• Education structure 

remains similar 
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GRADING - BOLOGNA 
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Bologna Descriptor Suggested U.S. grade 

A Excellent  A 
B Very good B+ 

C Good B 
D Satisfactory C+ 

E Sufficient C 

F Fail F 

 



NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK FOR 

HIGHER EDUCATION IN TURKEY (NQF-HETR) 
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Total Credit (ECTS) and Student Workload Periods for each level of NQF-HETR* 

NQF-HETR LEVELS DURATION 
(Year) 

TOTAL ECTS 
CREDITS 

(Year x 60 ECTS) 

TOTAL STUDENT 
WORKLOAD (Hour) 

(1 AKTS= 25- 30 hours) 

8. LEVEL 
(DOCTORATE) 

3 - 4 180 - 240 
4,500 – 5,400 
6,000 – 7,200 

7. LEVEL 
(MASTER'S) 

1.5 - 2 90 - 120 
2,250 – 2,700 
3,000 – 3,600 

6. LEVEL 
(BACHELOR'S) 

4 240 6,000 – 7,200 

5. LEVEL 
(ASSOCIATE'S) 

2 120 3,000 – 3,600 

 

* An academic year is calculated on 60 ECTS credits and 

1500-1800 hours of workload. 

 



DIPLOMA SUPPLEMENT 
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• Mandatory 

at all 

universities 

since the 

2005-2006 

academic 

year.   

• Students 

may have to 

specifically 

request the 

DS 

• Issued in 

English, 

French or 

German 



DIPLOMA SUPPLEMENT 
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Electronic 

AACRAO EDGE Profile: Turkey. 

Assessment, Selection and Placement Center (ÖSYM) [Available in Turkish only at this time; use Google 

Translate.] 

• www.osym.gov.tr/. 

The Bologna Process Turkey, Turkish Council of Higher Education 

• https://bologna.yok.gov.tr/?page=anasayfa&dil=en. 

The Higher Education System in Turkey, The Council of Higher Education 

• http://www.fulbright.org.tr/Files/files/The%20Higher%20Education%20System%20in%20Turkey.pdf. 

List of Universities in Turkey, The Turkish Fulbright Commission 

• http://www.fulbright.org.tr/PageDetail.aspx?id=106 

Ministry of National Education [Oversees primary and secondary education. Very little information available on the 

English-only version of the site; use Google Translate on the Turkish page.]:  

• www.meb.gov.tr/. [click on English, bottom right] 

National Qualifications Framework for Higher Education in Turkey, Turkish Council of Higher Education 

• http://tyyc.yok.gov.tr/ 

Organisation of the education system in Turkey, 2009/10, Eurydice:  

• http://www.etf.europa.eu/webatt.nsf/0/60E61005D5CC5AD1C1257AA30025212F/$file/Organization%20of

%20the%20education%20system%20in%20Turkey%202009.2010.pdf 

Organisation of the education system in Turkey 2012/13, Eurypedia:  

• https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Turkey:Overview 

Turkish Council of Higher Education (YÖK) [Oversees higher education. No English version available at this time; 

use Google Translate] 

• www.yok.gov.tr/. 

The Turkish Educational System, The Turkish Fulbright Commission: 

• http://www.fulbright.org.tr/PageDetail.aspx?id=105.  

Print 

Turkey, AACRAO World Education Series, 1972. 

The Educational System of Turkey, ECE Presents, 1992. 

Turkey: Update on Education 1997 - 2004, ECE Insights, 2004. 

Turkey: A Comparative Study, NOOSR Country Education Profiles, 2nd ed., 1997. 

RESOURCES 


