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Overview
We will:

* Introduce techniques that incorporate theories of
ethnography into pre-departure sessions for student
preparation

« How students engage with their host communities
greatly affects overall experience

- Highlight two ways a student might engage through tested
tools presented by the Peace Corps

« Community Mapping and Community Calendars
» Explore how students may use this experience to practice

participant observation effectively during their time abroad
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"Ethnography is a tool through which
people...can come to know the depth of
differences separating them, grasp the
precise nature of these differences, and
construct a public vocabulary through

which they can seriously talk to one
another" (Rosaldo, 1999, p. 33).



"Ethnography is about discovery. Skillful
ethnography is about making some room

for the creative imagination and some

discipline intuition" (Shweder, 1996, p.
154).




Study of human social phenomena and

communities, through means such as

fieldwork.




Study abroad students can use ethnography as a way to

integrate into the communities they will be exposed to

and engaged with.




Community Mapping

+ An effective way to locate different spheres of activity
over the landscape

» Can be used in various settings to locate current
resources, activity centers, institutions, and other
areas frequented by groups developing the map

» Useful for outsiders to help identify differences in

perception and needs
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Reflection...
1. What is your relationship with the community you chose?

2. What was the first building or street you drew?
a. Is there a significance?
3. What are the differences between your community maps?
a. Why do you think there are differences?
4. Are there any similarities in the maps?
a. If yes, why?
5. How do you see this transferring to your student population?
6. Do you see any benetfits in this exercise when applied to pre-

departure sessions?
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Seasonal Calendars

 Trace seasonal variations in labor activities, income flow, and
expenditure patterns
» Can include:

- weather patterns, crops and animal productions, animal and
plant diseases, human health patterns, and social obligations
and events

» Useful for community members within different subgroups

« Can enhance the conversation
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Reflection...

1. Are certain times of the year busier than others?

2. Are there times of the year when certain people are busier than
others?

3. Are there times of the year when people are vulnerable to
environmental changes (i.e.: extreme temperatures, flooding,
infectious disease)?

4. What are the most important times of the year for the community
(i.e.: public holidays, festivals, labor cycles)?

5. How do you see this transferring to your student population?

6. Do you see any benefits in this exercise when applied to pre-

departure sessions?



Recap!
Ethnography...
Community Maps...
Seasonal Calendars...
Why are these effective tools?
Additional information:
Peace Corps:
http://files.peacecorps.gov/multimedia/pdf/library/
MO0086_PACA_Idea.pdf

Community Assessment Tools:

https://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/605c_en.pdf
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Contact Us!
Deborah Bloom:

deborahbloom@gmail.com

Sandra Sarkis:

sandra.n.sarkis@gmail.com

Danielle DeSanty:
ddesanty@gmail.com
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