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COLLEGE ¢ INTERNATIONAL STUDIES e ZOKLIOMA

e November 2011: Site visit to Mexico

— Visits to international education partners in
Guadalajara, Puebla and Guanajuato

— Interview with Guadalajara city beat reporter
— Meeting with the US Consulate in Guadalajara

e Consular position: The travel warning is nuanced and
should be read as such. “Defer non-essential travel”
very different than “exercise extreme caution” or
simply “exercise caution”



COLLEGE ¢ INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
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December 2011 Petition to OU Safety and
Security Council:

e Big 12 survey — half continuing Mexico
programming

e Geography lesson, comparative crime stats

 Endorsement of faculty Committee on Latin
America

e Plan to inform students and mitigate risk



COLLEGE ¢ INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
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e Petition accepted, OU continues to send
students to Mexico in approved location, with
additional pre-departure orientation support,
mandatory STEP enrollment and evidence that
student understands risks

e Students not allowed to travel where US DOS
tells them to “defer non-essential travel”

 Educational benefits outweigh the
institutional hassle



What is happening in Mexico?

Figure 4. Drug-Related Killings in Mexico in 2009, by State
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Source: State and national totals of cartel-related slayings in Mexico (“ejecuciones” and “narcoejecuciones”) obtained from data provided

Jy Reforma newspaper.
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iudad Juarez  Crime Index in Mexico- 2009 (CIDAC)

CIDAC= Independent Center of Research for development

Legend:

Green- Medium Low
Yellow-  Medium
Red - Medium High
Purple-  High
Black- Very High

Mazatlan

Puerto Vallarta

H 1 |

USA- 5.62 (relative safe)

Jalisco+++ 540 (safer)
Chihuahua - 47 (the major problem area -mainly C.Juarez)
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Dispelling Myths on Mexico’s drug war: Brookings Institute

http://edition.cnn.com/video/data/2.0/video/world/2010/12/09/ctw.romo.mexico.fact.fiction.cnn.html

Tasas de incidencia en consumo de mariguana y cocaina

Source: El Narco: La Guerra Fallida;
2009; Jorge Castaiieda y Ruben
Aguilar; Santillana Ediciones
Generales; México D.F.

“Poor Mexico, so far from God
and so close to the United
States” — Porfirio Diaz
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What is happening in Meérida, Yucatan:
Distinctions




Question of Security
Perception vs. Reality - Safety vs. Preparedness

mericons@sprodigy.net.mx




How recent policies are affecting
International Education?




Communication and Recruitment:
parents and students




Challenges of a program like IFSA-
Butler in Merida:




Study Abroad in Mexico:
Opportunities and Challenges for
International Educators

The UTD — Mexico Agenda

Rodolfo Hernandez-Guerrero
NAFSA, Region III, October 27, 2011, Oklahoma, OK

Office of International Education / Center for U.S. — Mexico Studies
The University of Texas at Dallas
www.utdallas.edu/oie - www.utdallas.edu /research/cusms




Strategic Importance: Mexico and U.S.

* Geographic proximity:
— Border’s total length 1s 1,969 m1 (3,169 kms).

— The most frequently crossed international border in
the world: approximately 350,000,000 crossings per

year.

— There are 42 U.S. — Mexico border crossings from
San Diego, California to Brownsville, Texas.




Strategic Importance: Mexico and U.S.

* Rich history

— Independence of the Texas territory in 1836
— United States annexed Texas in 1845

— Mexican — American War in 1846.
* Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848

— California, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Nevada, and parts of
Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas, and Oklahoma (about 2,500,000
squate km / 960,000 square mi.

* Plus the Gadsden Purchase in 1852 --- “el pilon”




Strategic Importance: Mexico and U.S.

* Rich history (cont.)

— Mexican Reform War (1858-1861): Liberalism vs
Conservatism

* The United Mexican States: Federation, Republic.
— U.S. Foreign investment — second half of the XIX C.

* Railroad, mining.
— Mexican Revolution — 1910-1917

— Import Substitution Industrialization (ISI) — 1940-
1970

— NAFTA - 1994




Strategic Importance: Mexico and U.S.

¢ U.S. — Mexico mutually shaping each other
— Population
— Individual vs collective values
— Food
— Business
— Labor
— Communications: technology, airlines, etc.
— Puerto Vallarta / San Miguel de Allende vs
Los Angeles / Dallas




Number of students from Mexico in the US

% Change from
# of Students | the Previous
Year from Mexico Year

1996-97 8975 0

1997-98 9559 6.5

1998-99 9641 0.9

1999-00 10607

2000-01 10670

2001-02 12518

2002-03 12801

2003-04 13329

2004-05 13063

2005-06 13931

2006-07 13826

2007-08 14837

2008-09 14850

2009-10 13450

Source: Open doors, Institute of International Education, Inc.




Number of students from Mexico in the US

Mexican students in the US
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Number of students from US in Mexico

# of U.S
# of Students Students going to
Year from Mexico Mexico

1996-97 8975 6685

1997-98 9559 7574

1998-99 9641 7363

1999-00 10607 7374

2000-01 10670 8360

2001-02 12518 8078

2002-03 12801 8775

2003-04 13329 SPAK]

2004-05 13063 9247

2005-06 13931 10022

2006-07 13826 9461

2007-08 14837 9963

2008-09 14850 7320

2009-10 13450 n/a

Source: Open doors, Institute of International Education, Inc.




Number of students from US in Mexico

# of U.S. Study Abroad Students going to Mexico
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Number of students from US in Mexico

Student mobility between US and Mexico
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International Students in US
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% Mexican Students in US vs Rest of the World

B Mexican Students

M Rest of the World
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B Mexican Students

M Rest of the World
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100%

10%

Mexican students in the US

Source: Open doors, Institute of International Education, Inc.
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Higher Education and Mobility:
Mexico-U.S.

2009/10 %

1
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Place of Origin 2008/09

WORLD TOTAL 671,616
China 98,235
India 103,260

South Korea 75,065
Canada 29,697
Taiwan 28,065

Japan 29,264

Saudi Arabia 12,661
Mexico 14,850
Germany 9,679
Brazil 8,767

Colombia 7,013
Venezuela 4,678

Source: Open doors, Institute of International Education, Inc.

2009/10

690,923
127,628
104,897

72,153
28,145
26,685
24,842

15,810
13,450
9,548
8,786
6,920

4,958

of Total

100
18.50%
15.20%

10.40%
4.10%
3.90%
3.60%

2.30%
1.90%
1.40%
1.30%

1.00%
0.70%

% Change

2.9
29.9
1.6

-3.9

-5.2

-4.9
-15.1

24.9
9.4
-1.4
0.2

-1.3
§)




UT Dallas and Mexico

* Center for U.S. — Mexico Studies since 1995.

* More than 20 Mexican higher education
institutions collaborating with UT Dallas.

— Sustainable mechanisms of mobility.

e Mexico*= - UTD

— CONACYT, PPEMS, OAS, Fulbright, Brockmann,
Guanajuato Spanish Program, etc.

— Program Development

e U.S.-Mexico Lecture Series




UT System

* April 27, 2009. Non-Essential Travel Limited.

— UT Dallas, in conjunction with other UT System institutions, acted on a
UT System advisory to limit non-essential travel to Mexico in the wake of
the HIN1 flu outbreak that has threatened health in that country as well
as in limited areas of Texas.

* April 22, 2010. International Travel and Program
— Creation of the International Oversight Committee (IOC)

— Automatic suspension of programs and travel to countries (including
Mexico) where a travel warning has been issued by the U.S. Department
of State, unless a specific exemption is approved by the institutions.

— Mandatory registration with International SOS.




UT Dallas International Mobility

* The Advisory Council on International Education (ACIE) was
approved by the UT System Board of Regents on November 13,
2008. Its creation responds to the growth and scope of the
Office of International Education (OIE) Agenda, especially in
the last six years, including the collaboration with more than 90
international institutions and an increasing trend of international
mobility during this period.

* ACIE Objectives:

To review the OIE annual report.

To advise in areas of OIE specialization and/or leadership.

To evaluate the designh and implementation of OIE protocols to ensure the
Legitimacy and safety of international education programs.

To ensure the safeguards are in place for faculty, staff, and students traveling abroad,
especially for destinations with U.S. State Department Travel Warnings




UT Dallas — Mexico Mobility

Since May 2010 the ACIE has approved 86 travel petitions for
destinations with travel warnings from the State Department.

53 cases for Mexico — Approved.
— Current UT Dallas — Mexico agenda

* Material Sciences
Mechanical Engineering
Art and Technology
Management Studies
Exploring long distance education

U.S. — Mexico Lecture Series




Strategies for Continuing Engagement

The 1nstitutional consensus
Use of technology
Emphasis on the Mexico —— U.S. mobiulity

Design efficient and simple processes for ACIE
to evaluate individual cases — the context.

Allow faculty’s creativity

Physical presence in Mexico, the cases of the
SUNY and Univ of Arizona.
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Study Abroad in Mexico: Opportunities
and Challenges for International
Educators

Wendy Sheets
Assistant Director
Center for Global Education

University of Tulsa




University of Tulsa Perspective

>

TU’s study abroad programs to Mexico through
providers

Participation rate is very low - last 4 years, a total
of 5 students studied in Mexico out of 544
students

Tulsa’s Sister City Partnership (est. 1980) - San Luis
Potosi, Mexico - school exchanges & GM
internships for TU students

University’s travel warning policy for study abroad

Conservative approach, risk adverse campus W|th
no university legal counsel




University of Tulsa Perspective

» 2010 Mexico travel warning specific to border states
» Maintained contact with providers; stayed abreast of
developments
» Prompted a review to re-evaluate our travel warning
policy
- Two students appealed to study in Israel for spring 2011
> Grad student archeology dig in Egypt summer 2011

» We were advised to develop a waiver for students to
sign prior to summer internship to SLP

» Warnings broadened to include more Mexican states in
April 2011

» Friday before our PDO orientation, new warning
contained specific mention of San Luis Potosi

Cancelled SLP summer internship




Challenges

» General ‘terrorism travel alert’ for all of Europe
issued Oct. 2010 made it impossible to craft
something

- According to our own policies, what would we do if a travel
warning had been issued?

» Difficult to interpret alerts & warnings
- Often broadly based and/or ambiguous
> |s there a real threat to students?

> Regional violence can’t be applied to a whole country
» Communicating policy on campus
- Enforcing compliance

o TU student who was funded to do summer research in
Mexico




University of Arkansas Perspective

» UofA uses both faculty led programs and program
providers in Mexico

» Participation rate for Mexico is around 2% in last 4
years, 47 students studied there out of 1718
students

» School of Architecture Urban Design summer
program to Mexico City, Mexico

» Spanish Language program in Puebla, Mexico
(UPAEP)

» Providers (ISA) in Mexico

@ UNIVERSITY OF
w’ ARKANSAS



University of Arkansas Perspective
» U.S. STATE DEPT. TRAVEL ADVISORIES

The University of Arkansas adheres to the recommendations
provided by the U.S. Department of State through its
Consular Information Sheets, Public Announcements and
Travel Warnings.

The University will not approve study abroad programs in
countries that are under a U.S. State Department Warning,
nor will it pre—approve credit or allow institutional funds to
be used by students electing on their own to participate in
study or research in these countries. Exceptions to this
policy will be considered on a program-by-program basis.
Written justification must be submitted by one or more dean
to the Chancellor's Executive Committee who will review the
appeal in consultation with the offices of Study Abroad, Legal
Counsel and Risk Management. (8/26/2011)




University of Arkansas Perspective

» Every spring for the past 2 years,
recommendations have been made to the
Chancellor’s Executive Comm. with regard to travel
warning destinations:

Summer 11: Egypt, Syria, Japan, Mexico
» Egypt & Syria cancelled due to political instability
» Japan cancelled due to natural disaster

» Mexico approved, in large part due to strong
backing of School of ARCH & thorough
documentation from faculty leader




Challenges/Suggestions

4

Architecture School has a long institutional commitment to
Mexico and the program is built into the curriculum, so how
to build contingencies with travel warning in place?

Administration (CEC, Deans, etc) hesitant to override
recommendations from state departments on these kinds of
matters, so appeals/decisions fall to staff

Honors College (major source of funding) issued new policy
on study abroad grants to travel warning countries

Hard to be a magic 8 ball!

Important to get advice from people on the ground/faculty
leaders about real life situations

Recommended Overseas Travel Advisory Committee be
formed—still no movement on this yet




Resources for Further Research

Travel Warnings: Developing Effective Response

Procedures (Julie Friend, 2011)
e http://www.nafsa.org/ /File/ /novdecl0 supplement.pdf

Mexico’s drug war myths dispelled (CNN)

e http://edition.cnn.com/video/?/video/world/2010/12/09/ctw
.romo.mexico.fact.fiction.cnn

CONAHEC & SAFETI: Balancing Safety Concerns
and Academic Engagement in Mexico

e http://www.conahec.org/conahec/portlets/conahecnews/Por
talNews/StatementOnMexicoTravelWarning.pdf
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