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What will we cover?
 Reviewing the document with examples
 What are the red flags?
 What to do if the documents are deemed 

fraudulent?
 The document is fraudulent. What are the 

next steps?
 Questions



Reviewing the Document
 Content of a Bank Statement

 Review the Amount in the account 
 Do the amounts transfer over?

 How does the statement look?
 Currency
 Check bank/branch website – is it a 

verifiable website?
 Not comfortable with the document –

DON”T TAKE IT!



1. Type of Account
2. Amount is a round 

number
3. Authorized Signatory
4. 20th anniversary since 

2006
5. Stamp
6. Letterhead vs. Type



1. Header
2. Spelling mistakes
3. Comparing 

letterhead with the 
rest of the 
statement



1. Balances do not 
match at the end of 
the statement.



Reviewing the Document
 What are the red flags?

 Has the document been tampered with?
 What is the relationship between the 

student and the sponsor?
 Can you see a difference between multiple 

letters from the same bank and/or branch?
 If the student is inside the United States, why 

is there no money in the United States, or 
accessible?



1. Fonts are 
different

2. See where the 
items were 
whited out and 
then typed over

3. Signature does 
not look like it 
matches name



1. Header
2. Account cut and 

pasted into document
3. Additional information 

from the bank
4. Does it look like other 

paperwork that you 
have received from 
the same bank?



1. Review all three letters
2. Wording of the letter is 

exactly the same
3. Amounts are the same
4. Only Dates change
5. Font on Date/Lines 

around date



The document is deemed fraudulent. 
Now What?

 Students outside the United States
 Ask the student to submit a new source of 

funding
 Submit the original documents
 Rely on the officer when the student applies 

for the visa to review the document as well



The document is deemed fraudulent. 
Now What?
 Students inside the United States

 Same as outside the United States
 Contacting the bank to review the document
 http://www.nibl.com.np/index.php?option=co

m_wrapper&view=wrapper&Itemid=81
 Specific to Texas A&M University

 Check in Hold will not be removed until we 
have the proper financial documents

 Does student owe funds to previous school?



Document is Fraudulent
 It is found that the document is fraudulent

 Give the student the opportunity to make a timely 
retraction

 Terminate the student in SEVIS
 SEVIS Termination – otherwise failing to maintain status 

and in notes list that student submitted fraudulent 
documents

 Contact the previous schools to let them know about 
the fraudulent documents

 Specific to TAMU
 New student – rescind the student’s admission
 Do not remove holds
 Current student – submit information to Student Conduct 

Services



 Do you see fraudulent financial 
documents?

 Have you noticed any patterns?
 How do you balance the want to have 

international students on campus with the 
due diligence of reviewing documents?



Questions??


