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U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
 
Below are recommendations for advancing international education priorities: 

Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) 
 
• NAFSA urges VBA to reassess its December 2019 guidance on the use of veterans 

educational benefits for study abroad. This 2019 guidance unnecessarily restricts 
international education opportunities for veterans and their dependents with more restrictions 
than are applied to the general student population using Title IV federal financial aid. Student 
veterans should not have more barriers to study abroad than other students do.  

 
UPDATES:   
 On April 20, 2021, NAFSA and Student Veterans of America sent a letter to U.S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Denis McDonough on this issue. On June 
24, 2021, NAFSA received a response from Thomas J. Murphy, Acting Undersecretary 
for Benefits.  
 

 On September 14, 2022, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a package of bills 
related to U.S. veterans’ benefits and care. One of the bills, H.R. 7939, includes a 
provision (Section 9) that will permit student veterans to use their education benefits 
for more types of study abroad programming than what is currently allowed by 
Veterans Affairs guidance detailed below. NAFSA partnered with Student Veterans of 
America (SVA) in advocating for such a legislative fix. On December 1, 2022 NAFSA 
joins ACE and 10 other higher education and veterans program associations in a letter 
to the chairs and ranking members lof the House and Senate Veterans Affairs Committees 
in support of swift passage of the Student Veteran Emergency Relief Act (H.R. 7939). 
The bill includes a provision that would allow student veterans to use their GI bill 
benefits for more types of study abroad programs than permitted by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Guidance than is currently permitted by VBA guidance. 

 
 On January 5, 2023, the President Biden signed into law the Veterans Auto and 

Education Improvement Act of 2022, including provisions formerly in the Student 
Veterans Emergency Relief Act (H.R. 7939). The next step is for the VBA to issue 
updated guidance.    

 
 On June 1, 2023, representatives of the VBA participated in a session at the NAFSA 

2023 Annual Conference and Expo, where they provided updated information about 
guidance stemming from the new Veterans Auto and Education Improvement Act of 
2022.   

http://www.nafsa.org/policy
https://www.nafsa.org/professional-resources/browse-by-interest/new-guidance-post-911-veterans-benefits-education-abroad
https://www.nafsa.org/professional-resources/browse-by-interest/new-guidance-post-911-veterans-benefits-education-abroad
https://www.acenet.edu/Documents/Letter-VA-Relief-Act-120122.pdf
https://www.acenet.edu/Documents/Letter-VA-Relief-Act-120122.pdf
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acenet.edu%2FDocuments%2FLetter-VA-Relief-Act-120122.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7C79ab93d472504986eeff08dad6d178f2%7C8685bb08cb6e4e4297475dec61ed385b%7C0%7C0%7C638058492409220909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sCTk%2FAWadrOqRVp3Hlo3ToQlts%2FD6eHZCOJudB5R5RE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acenet.edu%2FDocuments%2FLetter-VA-Relief-Act-120122.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7C79ab93d472504986eeff08dad6d178f2%7C8685bb08cb6e4e4297475dec61ed385b%7C0%7C0%7C638058492409220909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sCTk%2FAWadrOqRVp3Hlo3ToQlts%2FD6eHZCOJudB5R5RE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nafsa.org/professional-resources/browse-by-interest/using-veterans-benefits-education-abroad
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 In January 2024, VBA included updated guidance on Section 9 of the Veterans Auto & 

Education Improvement Act of 2022 (PL-117-333) as part of its School Certifying 
Official handbook.  The guidance establishes an actionable pathway for additional 
types of education abroad programs currently unapproved by the VA to be temporarily 
approved for student participation while the foreign institution pursues VA approval. 
NAFSA continues to engage with VBA representatives to examine the guidance and its 
implementation. 

 
 

https://www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov/system/templates/selfservice/va_ssnew/help/customer/locale/en-US/portal/554400000001018/content/554400000149088/School-Certifying-Official-Handbook-On-line
https://www.knowva.ebenefits.va.gov/system/templates/selfservice/va_ssnew/help/customer/locale/en-US/portal/554400000001018/content/554400000149088/School-Certifying-Official-Handbook-On-line

