Congress of the United States

#House of Representatives
Washington, DE 20515-3302

May 23, 2025
The Honorable Robert Aderholt The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chair Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health Subcommittee on Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education and Human Services, Education
and Related Agencies and Related Agencies
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building 1036 Longworth Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Aderholt and Ranking Member DeLauro:

As you draft your Fiscal Year 2026 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies Appropriations bill, we request that you include $80 million and $11 million
respectively for the Higher Education Act-Title VI and Fulbright-Hays programs, a 6% increase
adjusting for combined FY 2024 and FY 2025 inflation. Despite the budget restrictions, this
funding is crucial for the prosperity and safety of our nation and its citizens.

The longstanding bipartisan HEA-Title VI and Fulbright-Hays programs have helped our nation
develop a strong foundation in international education, research, and world language studies,
especially in the less-commonly taught languages that hold special strategic interest for our
national defense and diplomatic presence around the world.

As shortfalls of language and cultural skills continue to persist in the U.S. military, diplomatic,
and intelligence communities, our nation’s language deficit will threaten our priorities and
missions around the globe. Simultaneously, U.S. businesses and their clientele are continuing to
globalize their operations, requiring a workforce with language skills, cultural knowledge, and
international experience to compete successfully in global markets. Unfortunately, the U.S.
continues to lag behind other nations in the percentage of citizens who know a second language.

Strong academic programs in critical world languages and intensive training in multi-disciplinary
regional studies—including socio-economic, cultural, security, and religious and business
aspects—are vital, and robust federal funding is essential to ensuring that students from all
backgrounds can access these high-quality programs. Beyond the intensive curriculum
development and related academic programming, Title VI resources make possible extensive
outreach to K-12 classrooms, strong collaborations between four-year postsecondary institutions
and community colleges, and strengthened ties between U.S. postsecondary institutions and
international partners.

The various programs funded under this account serve to strengthen our nation’s educational
infrastructure in areas where the need grows greater by the day. We are thankful for your



commitment to these programs and the increased funding provided in FY 2020 through FY 2023.
We hope to build on this progress and provide $91 million for the Title VI/Fulbright-Hays
programs, which would continue reversing a decade of sequestration and help restore the
programs to their Fiscal Year 2010 funding levels, adjusted for inflation. This is a small but
vitally important investment in our nation’s education, national security, and economic
competitiveness.

Unfortunately, the Administration laid off the entire staff for HEA-Title VI and Fulbright-Hays
programs in mid-March, causing much uncertainty about FY 2025 allocations and beyond.
Although the functions of these programs have been assigned to staff in the Office of
Postsecondary Education and the Office of Higher Education, their inexperience with the
programs has also made implementation and administration difficult.

Again, we strongly urge the Appropriations Committee to protect and fund these critical
programs.

Thank you for your consideration of our requests.

Sincerely,
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