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Today’s Panelists

• Rachel Banks, Senior Director, Public Policy & Legislative 
Strategy, NAFSA

• Kasey Penfield, Associate Director, Public Policy, NAFSA
• Rebecca Morgan, Senior Director, Media Communications & 

Advocacy, NAFSA
Moderator
• Erica Stewart, Director, Advocacy & Media Outreach, NAFSA
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Senior Director, Public 
Policy & Legislative 
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U.S. Study 
Abroad

• With programs paused, institutions & organizations are looking at 
reduced staff hours, furloughing staff, or eliminating positions

• Many programs are fee-funded; without fee revenue, operating budgets 
are being impacted

• Unexpected expenses to bring U.S. students home on short notice as the 
United States and other countries moved to close borders
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International 
Student 
Enrollment

• Emergency funds to support 
international students who 
remained on campus

• Fall 2020 enrollment 
uncertain; estimated 25% 
decline

• 25% decline = potential loss 
of $10 billion and over 
100,000 jobs
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COVID-19 Financial Impact Survey

• Survey ran April 7 – 14; nearly 
350 U.S. higher education 
institutions responded

• Estimated total financial cost to 
U.S. higher education at least
$4.5 billion

• Includes losses due to 
anticipated drop in enrollment 
this fall
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COVID-19 Financial Impact Survey

Study Abroad
• 94% of institutions with study abroad programs reported shortened or 

canceled spring and summer programs
• 61% expressed uncertainty if study abroad programs will be offered for fall 

2020, while 15% anticipated cancelations
• 65% responded that staff positions have already or may be impacted
• Responses reported $115 million in losses due to canceled programs; when 

estimated across all of U.S. higher education, total is nearly $1 billion
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COVID-19 Financial Impact Survey

International Students
• 38% responded ‘yes’ to providing financial support to international students 

who remained on campus
• Types of support: housing, scholarships, food, rent, airfare, tuition refunds
• Total expenditures $41.7 million; estimated across all U.S. higher education 

nearly $420 million
• 78% expect enrollment to decline this fall; estimated loss to U.S. higher 

education = $3 billion
Full survey results available on website later this week
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Kasey Penfield
Associate Director, 
Public Policy, 
NAFSA
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Legislative Response to Coronavirus
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Federal Assistance Programs

12

• Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP)
▪ Private businesses & 

non-profit orgs eligible

• Main Street Lending 
Program
▪ Private businesses only

• Funding for state & local 
governments



NAFSA: ASSOCIATION OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATORS

Financial Aid for Higher Ed
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• Provided by the CARES Act:
▪ Higher Education 

Emergency Relief Fund: 
$14.25 billion for higher ed

▪ At least 50% of funds set 
aside for students

• Requested:
▪ $46.6 billion
▪ Increased flexibility for 

institutions
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Congressional 
Asks for Study 
Abroad
Direct emergency aid to:

• Virtual exchanges

• The Increasing and Diversifying 
Education Abroad for U.S. 
Students (IDEAS) Program 

• The Fund for the Improvement of 
Post-Secondary Education 
(FIPSE). 
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HEROES Act (H.R. 6800)

15

• Health and Economic Recovery 
Omnibus Emergency Solutions 
Act or the HEROES Act

• $3 trillion relief bill
• Introduced by Democratic 

House leaders on May 12th
• Passed the House on May 15th

• Unlikely to be brought to the 
Senate floor for a vote
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HEROES Act (H.R. 6800)
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• $100 Billion for K-12 and higher education
▪ $26.721 for public higher education 

institutions
• Main Street Lending Program

▪ Non-profits eligible
• Paycheck Protection PPP

▪ ALL non-profits eligible, regardless of size
▪ Extends covered period of time through 

December 31st

▪ No additional funds
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Rebecca Morgan
Senior Director, Media 
Communications and 
Advocacy, NAFSA
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Advocacy Engagement

Advocacy is KEY in today’s hectic 
political climate
 Every interest group is 

working to make their wants 
noted by policymakers
 International Education will 

be missed if constituents 
don’t make their voices 
heard.
 Lawmakers need to hear from 

their constituents, not 
lobbyists
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TAKE 
ACTION!

1. Email your 
Members of Congress
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https://connectingourworld.org/app/onestep-write-a-letter?2&engagementId=507605
https://connectingourworld.org/app/onestep-write-a-letter?2&engagementId=507605
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2. Engage your 
lawmakers’ 
immigration 
and education 
staffer

https://www.connectingourworld.org/connectingourworld/app/sign-petition?1&ehttps://www.connectingourworld.org/connectingourworld/app/sign-petition?1&engagementId=508068ngagementId=507873
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Questions?

Email: grassroots@nafsa.org
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NAFSA Resources
• NAFSA Coronavirus Critical Resources
• COVID-19 Legislation and Policy Resources
• Issue Brief: Revive and Restore International Education 

Impacted by COVID-19
• Take Action: Introduce Yourself to Your Lawmakers’ 

Immigration and Education Staff
• 2020 NAFSA eConnection
• Today’s presentation will made available at nafsa.org/deepdive

in 48 hours; our recent webinar recordings can be found there 
also.
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https://www.nafsa.org/regulatory-information/coronavirus-critical-resources
https://www.nafsa.org/policy-and-advocacy/policy-resources/covid-19-legislation-and-policy-resources
https://www.nafsa.org/sites/default/files/media/document/issue-brief-covid-19-revive-ie.pdf
https://www.connectingourworld.org/connectingourworld/app/sign-petition?1&engagementId=508068
https://www.nafsa.org/conferences/2020-nafsa-econnection
http://www.nafsa.org/deepdive
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