
Alabama 9,326 $313.7 million 3,164
Alaska 406 $14.1 million 110
Arizona 22,741 $727.6 million 8,745
Arkansas 6,817 $156.4 million 1,409
California 161,693 $6.8 billion 74,814
Colorado 11,888 $470.7 million 6,029
Connecticut 14,832 $588.9 million 6,916
Delaware 7,395 $180.5 million 1,940
District of Columbia 12,545 $587.4 million 5,997
Florida 45,957 $1.6 billion 16,458
Georgia 23,623 $850.6 million 10,259
Hawaii 4,078 $121.0 million 1,011
Idaho 3,429 $82.8 million 762
Illinois 53,724 $2.0 billion 25,855
Indiana 29,083 $985.4 million 11,324
Iowa 12,624 $409.7 million 3,596
Kansas 9,339 $271.2 million 2,507
Kentucky 12,776 $444.6 million 3,195
Louisiana 7,428 $264.9 million 2,996
Maine 1,335 $51.1 million 421
Maryland 20,345 $796.1 million 9,458
Massachusetts 71,098 $3.2 billion 38,799
Michigan 33,236 $1.2 billion 13,855
Minnesota 15,279 $482.5 million 4,497
Mississippi 3,312 $84.6 million 863
Missouri 22,428 $637.8 million 7,572
Montana 1,581 $52.5 million 490
Nebraska 5,628 $177.6 million 1,738
Nevada 2,520 $80.8 million 834
New Hampshire 4,333 $143.5 million 1,786
New Jersey 23,456 $823.1 million 9,674
New Mexico 3,208 $91.0 million 835
New York 124,277 $5.3 billion 59,586
North Carolina 21,954 $722.3 million 9,043
North Dakota 2,114 $53.4 million 471
Ohio 37,314 $1.3 billion 14,575
Oklahoma 7,935 $262.5 million 2,598
Oregon 11,373 $427.4 million 4,454
Pennsylvania 51,818 $2.1 billion 27,530
Rhode Island 5,376 $263.7 million 2,649
South Carolina 6,064 $205.9 million 2,071
South Dakota 2,064 $45.4 million 320
Tennessee 9,267 $348.3 million 4,358
Texas 81,893 $2.2 billion 25,034
Utah 7,946 $219.3 million 2,185
Vermont 1,692 $80.6 million 777
Virginia 20,452 $757.9 million 9,143
Washington 27,472 $956.1 million 8,818
West Virginia 4,152 $131.7 million 1,250
Wisconsin 13,067 $448.5 million 5,309
Wyoming 1,033 $25.8 million 211
TOTAL 1,095,299 $41.0 billion 458,290
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International students studying at U.S. colleges 

and universities contribute nearly $41 billion 

to the U.S. economy and support  458,290  
jobs*. For every seven international students, 
three U.S. jobs are created and supported 

by spending occurring in the higher education, 

accommodation, dining, retail, transportation, 

telecommunications and health insurance sectors.

Number of Jobs Created or Supported

458,290

Total Contribution

$41 billion

Benefits from International Students
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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The economic contributions of international students 

are in addition to the immeasurable academic and 

cultural value these students bring to our campuses 

and local communities. For a more detailed analysis 

by state and congressional district level, access 

NAFSA’s International Student Economic Value Tool at 

www.nafsa.org/economicvalue.

*Sources used in NAFSA’s economic analysis for 2018-2019 Academic Year: U.S. Department of Education, U.S. Department of Commerce, and the Open Doors Report.

NOTE: Enrollment and dollars total includes data from Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. They are 
not listed, as the U.S. Department of Commerce does not include them in the datasets used for our 
jobs analysis.


