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The economic contributions of international students are in addition to the 
immeasurable academic and cultural value these students bring to our 
campuses and local communities. For a more detailed analysis by state and 
congressional district level, access NAFSA’s International Student Economic Value Tool
at www.nafsa.org/economicvalue.

International students studying at U.S. colleges and universities 

contribute 28.4 billion to the U.S. economy and support  306,308   
jobs*.  For every three international students, one U.S. job 
is created and supported by spending occurring in the higher 

education, accommodation, dining, retail, transportation, 

telecommunications and health insurance sectors.

Number of Jobs Created or Supported

306,308

Total Contribution

$28.4 billion

*Sources used in NAFSA’s economic analysis for 2020-2021 Academic Year: U.S. Department of Education, U.S. Department of Commerce, and the Open Doors Report.

NOTE: Enrollment and dollars total includes data from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. They are not 
listed, as the U.S. Department of Commerce does not include them in the datasets used for our jobs analysis.
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State Int’l Students U.S. Dollars Jobs
Alabama 8,157 $251.2 million 2,364 
Alaska 282 $8.4 million 57 
Arizona 21,197 $539.8 million 6,470 
Arkansas 5,104 $98.3 million 864 
California 132,758 $4.8 billion 51,378 
Colorado 9,569 $293.4 million 3,513 
Connecticut 11,778 $411.6 million 4,524 
Delaware 3,339 $64.0 million 755 
District of Columbia 10,816 $390.2 million 3,765 
Florida 39,179 $1.1 billion 11,023 
Georgia 21,515 $662.1 million 7,139 
Hawaii 3,227 $80.3 million 649 
Idaho 2,952 $49.6 million 413 
Illinois 44,004 $1.3 billion 15,657 
Indiana 23,948 $693.9 million 7,600 
Iowa 9,493 $239.5 million 1,935 
Kansas 7,738 $190.7 million 1,663 
Kentucky 10,523 $272.7 million 1,893 
Louisiana 6,325 $197.7 million 2,152 
Maine 1,427 $49.4 million 385 
Maryland 18,784 $608.2 million 7,152 
Massachusetts 66,273 $2.5 billion 27,649 
Michigan 27,454 $828.7 million 9,183 
Minnesota 13,095 $345.3 million 3,199 
Mississippi 2,526 $51.1 million 493 
Missouri 17,234 $447.0 million 5,279 
Montana 902 $23.7 million 221 
Nebraska 4,415 $119.0 million 1,097 
Nevada 2,131 $50.1 million 503 
New Hampshire 2,828 $91.8 million 1,115 
New Jersey 19,039 $617.1 million 6,913 
New Mexico 2,311 $53.3 million 494 
New York 106,894 $3.8 billion 38,986 
North Carolina 18,587 $484.0 million 5,678 
North Dakota 1,750 $31.9 million 242 
Ohio 29,979 $858.4 million 9,293 
Oklahoma 6,147 $154.2 million 1,409 
Oregon 8,360 $255.1 million 2,503 
Pennsylvania 42,477 $1.5 billion 18,750 
Rhode Island 4,181 $182.9 million 1,753 
South Carolina 5,352 $128.3 million 1,217 
South Dakota 1,518 $26.7 million 184 
Tennessee 6,867 $216.9 million 2,568 
Texas 67,428 $1.5 billion 16,458 
Utah 8,533 $207.5 million 2,191 
Vermont 1,228 $51.9 million 410 
Virginia 17,472 $527.6 million 6,150 
Washington 21,402 $681.5 million 6,397 
West Virginia 2,825 $73.3 million 659 
Wisconsin 11,433 $337.2 million 3,849 
Wyoming 772 $14.3 million 114 
Total 914,095 $28.4 billion 306,308 




