PREPARING STUDENTS FOR TOMORROW’S WORKFORCE

The Senator Paul Simon
NAFSA Study Abroad Program Act

Connecting People. Changing the World.™

A quality education is a global education. Unfortunately, too many students are graduating college without the global
skills needed to thrive in the global economy. We know that over 80% of college freshmen want to study abroad, yet only 10%
of students study abroad before they graduate, and minority students are greatly underrepresented within those numbers.
The Simon Program provides a path to correct this imbalance.
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Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Program Act

NAFSA has long advocated for a new federal study abroad grant program to incentivize colleges and universities to remove
the barriers that keep students from studying abroad. The Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Program Act, introduced in the
Senate by Senators Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) and Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), would create such a program with four key objectives:
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We urge Congress to pass the Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Program Act
and make meaningful study abroad opportunities a reality for all college students.
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